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Foreword 
If you poll a group of parents to ask what inspired them to school their students at home, you will 
find their answers as unique and diverse as they each are themselves. It is important, then, that 
they have access to materials and support which are flexible and dedicated to providing them the 
tools they need to guide their students successfully, regardless of whether their students are in 
Kindergarten, Elementary School, Junior High, or High School.  
 
The faculty, staff, and administration of Kolbe Academy are dedicated to serving the families 
enrolled with us on their unique journeys as educators/students. This is apparent both in the 
curriculum materials we have chosen and in the advice we give on implementing those materials.  
Realistically, most of our children will not end up in a cloistered convent or monastery.  They need 
to learn to be effective disciples for Christ in the world – to live in the world but not be of the 
world – which is the goal of our educational model.  
 
We have compiled this Program Support Guide as a way to let parents know how to make the most 
of the resources and services that we have to offer. It is not intended to communicate policies 
(please see our Parent and Student Handbook for information on our policies). Instead, inside this 
booklet, you will find information and advice to help you provide the best education possible for 
your students so that they may enter the world with the knowledge, skills, and faith necessary to 
follow their own vocation in life, all for the greater glory of God. 
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The Parent as Primary Educator and Counselor 
In the Ignatian tradition, an effective counselor is guided by the “First Principle and Foundation” in 
The Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius, that man is “born to praise, reverence, and serve God our Lord, 
and by this means to save his soul.” Through example and instruction, parents teach their children 
to trust in the Holy Spirit as they complete their daily work, which will naturally lead them to the 
vocation that God has planned for them. Parents know their students better than anyone else and 
are therefore in the best position to guide them in all aspects of their journey through life. 
 

Kolbe Academy’s Role 
 
We respect your subsidiarity in choosing a course of study that will encourage your students to 
follow their vocation, and we are here to support you every step of the way. Kolbe Academy’s 
curriculum challenges students to think independently and “speak, write, and act” virtuously and 
intelligently from the earliest grade levels until graduation. Our flexibility allows you to tailor a 
course of study to best meet the needs of your individual students. In doing so, regardless of 
where their strengths and talents lie, your students will not only be well informed, but also well 
formed as individuals. As an accredited academic institution, we also provide you with the 
confidence that our methods are sound and that your student’s achievements will be well-
respected as they continue their journey beyond high school. 
 
Beyond our commitment to the “big picture” of supporting you in your vocation as a parent 
choosing to school at home, we are also here to support you in the everyday aspects of facilitating 
the education of your children. We have a dedicated team of advisors and a full admissions staff 
available to answer your general questions as well as your specific questions about choosing 
curriculum, developing a course of study, and finding a schedule that will best suit the needs of 
each individual student. 
 
The pages that follow explain how to best use the resources that we offer to support you in the 
education of your children. However, should you want to contact us directly to discuss any aspect 
of the education of your children, you are always welcome to reach out to us by phone, e-mail, or 
the live-chat option available on our website. 
 

Kolbe Academy Departments 
Departments Telephone E-mail 

Academic Services (Advisors) 707-255-6499 ext. 5 advisors@kolbe.org  
Accounting 707-255-6499 ext. 3  accounting@kolbe.org  
Admissions 707-255-6499 ext. 2 admissions@kolbe.org  
Book Store 707-255-6499 ext. 4 orders@kolbe.org  

mailto:advisors@kolbe.org
mailto:accounting@kolbe.org
mailto:admissions@kolbe.org
mailto:orders@kolbe.org
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KOLBE ACADEMY CURRICULUM AND PROGRAM BASICS 
 
Within just six years, the human mind surpasses all other species. It is the innate nature of God’s 
gift to the human species to be made in His image. The young mind absorbs so much so fast in the 
early years and with that comes the tremendous responsibility of the parents to unleash great 
potential within their children. Kolbe believes, and evidence suggests, that parents can and will do 
a better job of educating their children at home with a practical balance of accomplishing this 
through organized course plans, maintaining course basics, and fostering freedom of student 
interests. 
 

Program Format Options 
 
Kolbe Academy offers three different course formats which provide our parents even more 
flexibility in choosing a curriculum which will best suit the needs of their family and their students. 
 
TRADITIONAL  
Kolbe Academy offers a full curriculum for grades K-12. For each student, the parent determines 
how to best utilize our course plans and materials, evaluates student work, and assigns 
recommended grades. A portfolio of student work, along with the report card, is then submitted to 
the grade level advisor for review.  
 
The parents also have the option of subscribing to an optional grading service for an additional fee 
if they would like additional support from Kolbe Academy to evaluate their student’s work. 
Parents utilizing this service will still need to submit the student’s work samples and a report card 
with recommended grades listed.  
 
SELF-PACED and SELF-PACED PLUS COURSES 
Kolbe Academy offers many of our courses in grades 7-12 as Self-Paced courses. Self-Paced 
courses include recorded, asynchronous lectures and in most cases, weekly auto-graded quizzes, 
in addition to the traditional course plans. The lectures are delivered electronically utilizing an 
online platform.  
 
Self-Paced Plus courses include access to an online instructor for help with grading and questions 
about the course. The parent is still the primary instructor for Self-Paced Plus courses.  
 
For both Self-Paced and Self-Paced Plus courses, the parent submits work samples and a 
recommended course grade on the report card to Kolbe Academy each term. 
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ONLINE COURSES 
Kolbe Academy offers many of our courses in grades K-12 as Online courses. Online courses are 
“full-service” courses delivered electronically with live class lectures and a dedicated instructor 
who takes attendance, determines the assignments, due dates, and grades for each student in the 
course.  
 
The online courses are not traditional courses or Self-Paced courses, where the parent is the 
primary instructor. In Kolbe’s online courses, the course instructor reports final course grades to 
Kolbe Academy each term instead of the parent. 
 
Students enrolled in at least one online course, lab, or Honors seminar, have the additional benefit 
of participating in the clubs and activities offered as part of Kolbe Academy’s online school 
environment. 
 
Please see the Parent and Student Handbook for specific policies and requirements for Kolbe 
Academy’s online courses. 
 

Course Flexibility 
 
The art and craft of education include allowing the joy of discovery within the framework of an 
organized course plan. This is an intuitive process of allowing more depth if a student is delving 
into something and more encouragement if a student lacks interest.  

Kolbe curriculum includes books, course plans, quizzes, tests, and answer keys. These form a 
complete guide for each course. Course plans provide enough rigor for every kind of student, which 
doesn't mean every student completes every lesson in its entirety. However, modifications and 
adjustments are permitted and encouraged. Every question does not need to be answered. If a 
student has mastered the content a parent may move through the pacing faster, or slower if 
reinforcement is necessary.  
 
Curriculum may also be modified to make substitutions within certain sections. Parents are 
strongly encouraged to discuss any modifications with the grade level advisor or one of the special 
needs advisor. Assessment by the parents may be modified or enhanced. For example, oral 
quizzing could be an option for day to day checking for understanding. Additionally, parents may 
opt for another course text and curriculum, however, it must be appropriate for the academic level 
of the student and be approved by an advisor.  

Please note that while High School parents do have the ability to adjust the work load in the course 
plans as described above, High school students pursuing the (K) or (H) designation for a course or 
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who are enrolled in the Summa Cum Laude diploma plan need to complete the particular 
requirements in the individual course plans for those options. 
 

Course Load Recommendations 
 
In grades K-5 the greatest emphasis should be placed on Religion, Language Arts and Math courses, 
while gradually introducing Science and History more regularly as time allows. Some students also 
elect to begin a Foreign Language in elementary school, but it is not required.  
 
In grades 6-8, a greater emphasis is placed on regularly including History and Science in addition to 
Religion, Language Arts, and Math to make sure the student is prepared for high school. Foreign 
Language is still considered optional in Middle School and Junior High. 
 
In High School, course load is tailored to the diploma plan chosen for the student. Kolbe Academy 
offers different diploma options in order to meet the needs of a variety of students. However, in 
general, a typical class load might be: Theology, English/Literature, History, Mathematics, Science, 
Foreign Language Physical Education and Fine Arts.  
 
Planning for and selecting courses are discussed in more detail later in this booklet in the 
“Elementary Planning” and “High School Planning” sections.  Also, please keep in mind that academic 
support and advice is available by phone, email or live chat to discuss course choices and credits 
required as well as other concerns in choosing the best plan for your student. 
 

Scheduling Recommendations 
 
Once the classes are chosen and course plans are received, we recommend that you set your 
schedule for a typical day. There is a lot of flexibility when schooling at home, and each parent and 
each student is different. We hope to offer you some tips and ideas, but in the end, it is what 
works best for your family and your students. Sometimes you have to try one thing out for your 
student, and if it does not work, try something different - molding and changing to the needs of 
each child and your family. Please see the Elementary Planning and High School Planning sections 
later on in this guide for more detailed suggestions on scheduling the school day. 

ROUTINE 
People are creatures of habit. Children particularly need the structure of knowing what’s coming 
up for that particular day or week. It is good to have some regularity in the daily schedule to give 
that sense of responsibility and routine to the students. It is well and good to have field trips and 
mix things up sometimes, but having some regularity in routine is good for children. 
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FLEXIBILITY 
Although this seems to be the opposite of “Routine” addressed above, there is a degree of 
flexibility as well in schooling at home. Parents are able to teach at the student’s optimal speed, 
spending more or less time on a subject depending on the student’s need. They may want to 
spend more time on the math lesson if the student is not understanding it, or let the child go 
outside and look at plants to enhance the daily science lesson instead. If the student is loving their 
literature book, the parent can allow them to keep reading while the parent helps another student. 
Many parents worry about following the course plan exactly, but the beauty of schooling at home 
is being able to make changes based on students’ needs. 

THINKING TIME 
It is always good to put subjects at the time of day when the child’s brain is ready for it. By putting 
math, reading, and writing (or harder subjects for the particular child) first thing in the morning or 
right after a break, the mind is ready to dive in. Right after lunch, though, is often when children 
start getting tired so it may not provide a good time to do heavy brainwork.  

TIME PER SUBJECT 
The time per subject depends on the interests of the child and their achievement and attention on 
that given day or in that given subject. Language Arts and Math are typically done every day and 
cover about half the day at the elementary level. These take more time to go over than Science, 
History, or Foreign Language, for example, which can be done a couple times per week.  
 
In early years, English and Literature should take two blocks of time since many topics need to be 
covered: phonics, grammar, spelling, composition, literature, vocabulary, etc. Generally elementary 
students may have difficulty focusing during class periods longer than 45 minutes, but attentions 
spans tend to increase as students get older.  
 
In high school, instead of covering every class for about an hour per day, you could try to do only a 
few courses per day, such as a block schedule, but make them an hour and a half and rotate the 
classes each day. 

COMBINE YOUR STUDENTS INTO ONE CLASS 
Subjects like History, Theology, Foreign Language, Science and Religion can sometimes be 
combined across grade levels. For Math and Language Arts this can be more challenging. You 
could start off one morning with a group Theology lesson and let the students discuss with one 
another. They can learn even more from one another in discussion than they may learn from 
reading and writing independently.  

BREAKS 
From all the heavy brain work, children need to time to play and enjoy themselves. Recess or 
lunch time to go outside is good for helping them be ready to learn something new. By giving 
them time to play with their siblings, make something in the kitchen, or play the piano, they are 
more likely to be refreshed and ready for the next lesson. Keeping the children active every day 
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with physical education and keeping the mind stimulated with music or art is a good addition. 
Adding those activities in at opportune moments during the day will help students get back in the 
mood to study. 

TO DO LISTS 
There are many different ways to stay organized as the parent and then try to teach these skills to 
your students. By telling them what needs to be accomplished by the end of the week or day, you 
can make sure they are on track. You can give them each a Kolbe planner to stay responsible and 
check off when assignments are completed. The parent too can keep a planner and gradebook or 
develop a method of organization to track assignments and grades. A file can be kept for samples 
to be submitted at the end of the semester or quarter.  

ENJOY IT 
Last, but not least, is to remember your reason for choosing to school at home. Each family has 
their different reasons, and sometimes we get stuck in the details so much that we forget to look 
at the bigger picture of what really matters:  time spent with them to form them into who God 
created them to be. Keep on going when it’s tough - these moments and times only happen once. 
We at Kolbe are rooting for you and you can call us any time if you need our help! 
 
Meeting Individual State and Secondary Institution Requirements 
 

Kolbe is an accredited private school located in the state of California. We file a private school 
affidavit annually with the state of California, and all California students are covered under this 
affidavit. Be sure to follow all relevant laws for schooling at home in your state or country. The 
HSLDA (Home School Legal Defense Association) is a good resource for understanding your 
state’s requirements. 
 
HSLDA 
 

The Home School Legal Defense Association (HSLDA) is a non-profit homeschooling advocacy 
organization begun in 1983. The HSLDA provides affordable legal defense and advice to 
homeschooling families in general as well many other benefits to their members. Enrollment in Kolbe 
Academy entitles you to a discount on membership fees to the HSLDA.  
 
HSLDA (hslda.org) Kolbe Discount Code 295160 
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ACADEMIC SERVICES 
 
The members of the Academic Services Department are available for any questions or concerns that 
you may have throughout the year. Our enrolled families and their students are eligible to receive a 
variety of services from the Academic Services Department, including special needs counseling, 
official grade records, transcripts, verification of enrollment, and letters of recommendation. Do not 
hesitate to contact us to let us know what you need. We are here to support you! 
 

Homeschool Plus (Formerly EES – Enhanced Evaluation Service) 
 
Homeschool Plus (formerly known as the Enhanced Evaluation Service, or EES) is an optional 
service that allows a family to have their own personal evaluator from Kolbe Academy to aid in 
grading their student’s work. A family may enroll all their students in grades 3-12 in Homeschool 
Plus for one fee. Please see our website for information on the additional fee for Homeschool 
Plus. More details on the program are below: 
 

• Families may purchase blocks of 20 or 40 submissions. 
• Parents decide how to distribute samples amongst their students. 
• Students are assigned a dedicated advisor to evaluate submissions. 
• Sample work may be submitted between September 1 and June 30. 
• Additional blocks of samples may be purchased at anytime during the school year however, 

unused submissions will not be refunded. 
• Sample work can be from any subject of the parent’s choice. 
• Sample work can include assignments, papers, tests, or daily work from the Kolbe Academy 

curriculum. 
• Sample work can also include compositions from outside the scope of the Kolbe Academy 

curriculum, for example, research papers, essays, book reports etc. 
• A sample piece of work is defined as 2-3 pages, double spaced, 12pt font. If a longer paper 

is submitted, it will be counted as multiple samples. 
• To get the most out of the service, we recommend sending in no more than two samples 

per week. 
 

The Homeschool Plus evaluator gives feedback in the following ways: 
• Takes into account the grading requests and concerns of the parent. 
• Grades both objectively and subjectively depending on the assignment and the request of 

the parent 
• Gives personalized feedback on the student’s work, especially writing. 
• Suggests how to weight grades in your student’s overall quarterly grade 
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• May ask a student to redo an assignment and resubmit. A resubmission at the request of an 
evaluator does not count toward the student’s sample allotment for the quarter. 

 
To enroll in Homeschool Plus, a family must first enroll full-time with Kolbe Academy. A section on 
the Kolbe Academy registration form includes an optional area to enroll in Homeschool Plus. All 
Homeschool Plus fees must be paid in full at the time of enrollment. If you have already enrolled 
your child(ren) for the school year and later decide to enroll in the Homeschool Plus program, 
please call the advising department and they will assist you with enrollment. 
 

Special Needs 
 
OVERVIEW 
Kolbe Academy’s goal is to support parents in their role as the primary educator of their child(ren). 
Kolbe offers a variety of curriculum choices and also accepts advisor approved non-Kolbe 
curriculums. When a parent contacts Kolbe about schooling their special needs child they are 
referred to their Advisor who will help them create the best program for the student.  Kolbe’s 
Special Needs Advisor will assist the other Advisors as needed, and students who need 
accommodations or modifications can request to work with the Special Needs Advisor directly. 
This service is available to our registered families at no additional cost.  
 
IDENTIFICATION OF STUDENTS 
Parents have the opportunity to indicate their child has special needs on the enrollment form and 
to provide as much information as they wish about accommodations or modifications they plan to 
use while schooling at home. They may also make an appointment with their advisor or the Special 
Needs Advisor to discuss curriculum choices. The Advisor and Special Needs Advisor can provide 
information regarding both Kolbe and non-Kolbe curriculum options as well as advice about 
accommodations and modifications.  
 
ACCOMMODATIONS & MODIFICATIONS 
Students who are being schooled through Kolbe can have any accommodations they need. The 
Kolbe created course plans come with this statement: If no designation on the transcript is 
desired, parents may alter the lesson plan in any way they choose and any written sample work is 
acceptable to receive credit for the course each semester. It is recommended that parents discuss 
the accommodations they plan to make with a Kolbe advisor, but not required.  
 
High school students who are being schooled at home with a parent as their primary educator can 
typically have significant modifications in the curriculum while still receiving credit towards a 
diploma from Kolbe Academy as long as the content of the curriculum is high school level. 
However, desired modifications should be discussed with a Kolbe advisor to ensure that all 
diploma requirements will be met.  
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There are a limited number of accommodations that can be made for students taking online 
courses with Kolbe Academy, but no modifications are made to the online curriculum.  
 
STUDENT EDUCATION PLAN/STUDENT ACCOMMODATION PLAN 
Parents are not required to disclose their child as having special needs even if they utilize 
accommodations or make modifications to the curriculum.  Kolbe does not require an IEP or 504 
as documentation; we rely on parental reporting. If parents want to fill out the Kolbe SEP/SAP, the 
document will outline any accommodations or modifications the parent intends to implement to 
best meet the student’s educational needs. This plan will be included in the school record and it 
may be useful for requesting accommodations for standardized testing (including college entrance 
exams), or for a re-entry to a brick and mortar school. 
 
DIPLOMA TYPES 
Kolbe offers three diploma types (Standard, Magna Cum Laud, and Summa Cum Laude), and 
parents are free to select the one they think will be the best fit for their student. The diplomas 
vary in terms of the total number of minimum credits as well as the number of credits in each 
subject, the specific courses needed in a subject, and the level of rigor required. 
 
Many Kolbe students who require accommodations in their curriculum will still work toward the 
Magna Cum Laude Diploma because, despite its name, no Honors courses are required. They may 
make substitutions to the Kolbe curriculum as long as it is high school level in content and has 
been approved by the Special Needs advisor.  
 
Most Kolbe students who require modifications will work toward the Standard Diploma which has 
the most flexibility and allows for a wide variety of substitutions in the curriculum used. 
 
For the high school student who is not able to use high school level content, Kolbe offers a Special 
Diploma. The requirements for this diploma are individually chosen for each student in 
consultation with the parents.  
 
COMMUNICATION DOCUMENTATION 
Should a parent seek out the advice of the Special Needs Advisor, a communication folder is 
created for that student. Copies of the enrollment form including the courses selected are kept in 
the student’s folder. Notes from phone meetings are documented on the Parent Interaction Form 
and are also stored in the folder. This provides continuity throughout the school year and over the 
student’s years enrolled in Kolbe Academy. 
 

Official Grade Records/Transcripts/Verification of Enrollment 

Registered families who desire verification of grades and coursework for official grade records or 
transcripts must file home school grade reports each quarter for students in grades K-5 and each 
semester for students in grades 6-12. It is important to remember that home school grade reporting 
is a service of Kolbe Academy Home School, not a requirement. If reports are not filed, however, 
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grades assigned by parents on the report card and courses studied cannot be validated for the 
purpose of issuing diplomas or providing an official grade record. 
 
ELEMENTARY OFFICIAL GRADE RECORDS 
Official grade records for grades K-8 and high school transcripts may be requested by a family at 
any time but are usually requested when the student is transferring to another school or applying 
for admission to a high school. Please contact the Advisors in the Academic Services Department to 
request elementary grade records. There is no charge to request elementary official grade records. 
 
HIGH SCHOOL TRANSCRIPTS 
Kolbe Academy offers transcript and record keeping services for all enrolled high school students. 
Credits and grade point averages are assigned to courses on high school transcripts Kolbe 
transcripts lists coursework done within and outside of the Kolbe Academy curriculum including 
academic and non-academic coursework as well as elective coursework. To receive credit on a 
transcript for a home school or self-paced course, a parent must submit sample coursework to Kolbe 
or a transcript of credit from another institution. Students enrolled in an online course with Kolbe 
Academy will automatically have a Kolbe transcript generated for their online course(s). 
 
All requests for high school transcripts are processed through Parchment.com. and transcripts may 
be delivered by mail or electronically. Please use the link on our website to access a Transcript 
Request Form. 
 
LETTERS OF VERIFICATION OF ENROLLMENT 
Letters of verification of enrollment are issued upon written request. Please contact your advisor to 
request letters of verification. There is no charge to request a Letter of Verification of Enrollment. 
 

Letters of Recommendation 
 
Should you require a letter of recommendation for admission into high school, college, or for a 
scholarship application, our Advisors will be happy to prepare and send one for your student. 
Please contact your advisor or see the College Planning section of this booklet for more 
information on how the Advisors can help support you as your student applies to colleges, 
institutions, and other programs. 

Diplomas 
 
When a student has completed the elementary or high school course of study, a Diploma Request 
Form may be accessed on our website (Diploma Request Form). Both 8th Grade and High School 
Diplomas are discussed in general later in this booklet. However, for full requirements for either 
diploma, please reference our Parent and Student Handbook.   

mailto:advisors@kolbe.org
https://www.parchment.com/u/registration/369945/account
https://www.parchment.com/u/registration/369945/account
https://fs11.formsite.com/KolbeAcademy/form91/index.html
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RECORD-KEEPING AND REPORTING GRADES TO KOLBE 
 

Organizing the School Year 
 
Ordinarily the school year is divided into four quarters of nine weeks each, with 45 days per quarter 
(or two semesters of 18 weeks each, with 90 days per semester, for grades 6-8 and high school) 
with the goal of 180 days of school attendance per year. State requirements may vary. Please also 
note that the Kolbe course plans and tests are organized with 36 weeks of instruction divided into 
four quarters (for grades K-5) or into two semesters (for grades 6-8 and high school). If you prefer 
to establish your 180 days in a different way, or add more days, you are completely free to do so.  
 

Organizing a Grade Book 
 
Kolbe Academy recommends the use of a grade book to help parents with record keeping. Teachers’ 
planners and grade books are available at most office/teacher supply stores, or you can create your 
own in Microsoft Excel or a similar program. The following model could be a good starting point: 
 
WEEK 1 

Subject Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Tests Total % 

        

        

 

To use this template (or when using a grade book), fill in the daily grades for homework, other 
exercises, and tests for each week. Two of the most common methods are: 

1. Weighting Tests and Daily Grades Evenly 

• Calculate a number grade for each assignment, test, etc. in each subject. 
• For each subject, add all the grades for the week together and divide by the total number of 

assignments (see the example 1 in charts on next page). 
 

2. Weighting Tests and Daily Grades Proportionately 

• Calculate a number grade for each assignment, test, etc. in each subject. 
• For each subject, add all the grades for the daily assignments for the week together. 
• For tests or special projects, add the grade in twice. 
• Divide by the total number of assignments (see the example 2 in charts on next page). 
• This method can be used in reverse to weight daily work more heavily, if you so choose. 
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  Subject Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Tests Total % 

Example 1  Religion 95 85 92 87 86 90  535 ÷ 6 = 89% 

Grades weighted 
evenly 

Example 2  Math 86 91 96 89 90 92(2) 636 ÷ 7 = 91% 

Grades weighted 
proportionately 

 
You can continue down or across the page for each week. At the end of the grading period, total up 
each week’s average and divide by the number of weeks. You can add in the tests by either method 
above and then divide accordingly and convert the percentage to a letter grade for the report card, 
as follows: 

 WEEK  

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Exam 

Subject  Total % and Grade 

Ex 1 Religion 89 85 92 87 86 80 90 91 90  790 ÷ 9 = 88% = B 

Exam weighted same as 
weekly grades. 

Ex 2 Math 91 91 96 89 90 85 97 88 98(2) 923 ÷ 10 = 92% = A- 

Exam weighted 
proportionately to the 
weekly grades. 

 
Parents may weight grades in any manner they choose. This is a matter of personal preference and 
may vary depending on the subject. No one way is “the right way” and different methods may be 
used for the same student for different subjects. Parents are often concerned that their grades may 
not be “accurate.” It is important to remember that grades are somewhat subjective and vary from 
school to school and even from teacher to teacher. Grades should be both a scale that parents can 
use to measure student performance and a motivational tool that provides clear, consistent 
standards for students. 
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Grade Scale 
 
Our Grade Scale is outlined in the following table: 
 

Grade GPA Weighted 
GPA 

Percent Grade GPA Weighted 
GPA 

Percent 

 A+ 4.0 5.0 97-100  C- 1.7 2.7 70-72 

 A 4.0 5.0 93-96  D+ 1.3 2.3 67-69 

 A- 3.7 4.7 90-92  D 1.0 2.0 65-66 

 B+ 3.3 4.3 87-89  F 0.0 0.0 0-64 

 B 3.0 4.0 83-86     

 B- 2.7 3.7 80-82  P - - Pass 

 C+ 2.3 3.3 77-79  W - - - 

 C 2.0 3.0 73-76  I - - - 

 
For the purposes of calculating the GPA in High School, a grade in a more challenging course is not 
considered equivalent to the same grade earned in a less challenging course with the same course 
title. All Kolbe Academy Honors and AP courses as well as all college courses are weighted with an 
additional 1.0 point per letter grade as outlined in the previous table. Students are encouraged to 
match their abilities with the challenges of a course in a realistic manner. Serious consideration 
should be given to selecting student coursework, since the grade of a course is the basis for 
computing the student’s GPA on his or her transcript of credits.  
 
Please see the Parent and Student Handbook for more details concerning the grade scale and how 
the GPA is calculated for high school transcripts. 
 

Reporting Grades to Kolbe 
 
The following guidelines explains how to send grade reports and samples to Kolbe for verification. 
 
QUARTER/SEMESTER GRADES 
If you are submitting sample student work and grades, Kolbe requires letter grades in each subject 
as assigned by the parents and reported for each quarter (for grades K-5) or semester (for grades 6-
8 and high school). The grades must be reported on a Kolbe Academy Report Card.  
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Please note that the courses listed on the report card should match the Course of Study provided 
on the student’s course enrollment form. It is comprised of the Kolbe Academy courses that the 
student is enrolled in as well as the courses entered on the enrollment form that the student will 
take using course materials outside of Kolbe Academy’s curriculum.  
 
Please submit any updates to the original Course of Study on a Course of Study Change Form, 
using this link: https://fs11.formsite.com/KolbeAcademy/form117/index.html. A link may also be 
found on our website homepage. 
 
Suggested options for grading systems: 
 

1. The developmental grading system is recommended for Kindergarten only: M (Mastered 
Skill), S (Satisfactory Progress), I (Improving), N (Needs Improvement), and NE (Not 
evaluated).  

2. The "1, 2, 3" system noted on the report card is designed only for the "class work" and 
“personal deportment" sections. 

3. The Pass/Fail system is an alternative for non-academic subjects such as P.E., music, art, 
drama, or other electives. This system, however, may not be used for high school 
academic subjects. 

4. The "A" through "F" system outlined on the Kolbe report card is best suited for academic 
subjects in grades 1-12. 

5. In high school, the Semester grade is used to compute the high school GPA. Honors and 
AP classes will be weighted. Non-academic subjects are not factored into the high school 
GPA. 
 

Keeping good records is essential since, as the teacher, you are the primary guarantor of your 
student's grades. Please keep copies of the report cards and samples you send to Kolbe Academy!  
 
If you receive your Welcome Packet by mail, it will include one cardstock report card as well as four 
copies on white paper for each student in grades K-5 or two copies on white paper for each student 
in grades 6-8 and high school.  
 
Fill in grades and sign the CARDSTOCK report card. Keep this card for your records. If you receive 
the Welcome Packet electronically, simply print out the number of report cards that you need each 
year for each student. Be sure to keep a signed report card for your records at home. 
 
Submit grades for each quarter or semester to Kolbe on the white paper report card sheets. These 
documents will become a permanent part of your student's cumulative file, so be sure to fill out 
both sides of the report card noting the student's name and grade, as well as the quarter or semester 
and academic year for which the grades are being reported.  
 

https://fs11.formsite.com/KolbeAcademy/form117/index.html
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A checklist is provided on one side of the report card to help you organize your grade report 
packets. As you assemble the components of a grade report packet, please check off the 
appropriate lines on the checklist. If you are submitting more than one quarter or semester of 
work at one time, you only need to include one Report Card. Simply mark which quarters or 
semesters are included in the squares at the upper right-hand of the page. 
 
The "class work" and "personal deportment" sections on the left side of the report card are optional 
but recommended for younger students especially. One of the stated goals of Ignatian education is 
the training of the will to produce men and women obedient to the will of God and attractive to 
others for the cause of Christ, and this optional section allows you to reflect your student’s progress 
in that area. 
 
Sign and date the report card which attests that your student has completed all work on his own 
while adhering to Kolbe Academy's Academic Integrity policy (please see the Parent and Student 
Handbook for details on the Academic Integrity policy). 
 
FOR HIGH SCHOOL REPORT CARDS 
The high school report card requires a few more details than grade school and junior high report 
cards.  

• Parents should be sure to check the diploma type that their student is pursuing (Summa, 
Magna, or Standard).  

• If a student is seeking the Kolbe Core (K) or Honors (H) designation for any courses, the 
parent should be sure to mark each course appropriately with the (K) or (H) in the column 
labeled “D” for designation (see individual course plans for more information on these 
designations). 

• If a student is taking a college course for high school credit, the parent should be sure to mark 
“C” in the column labeled “D” for designation and include an official transcript from the 
college for the course. 

• Course titles should be filled in rather than just listing the subject (e.g. Intro to Sacred 
Scripture; Literature of Christendom: English: Composition and Rhetoric 10; Geometry; etc.).  

• For science, be sure to specify if a lab has been done in addition to the course by marking 
the appropriate space with an “X.” Include two lab report samples in addition to the two 
samples of work from the science course to have the lab listed on the transcript. Science labs 
do not receive separate grades or credit. 

 
Sample Work 
 
Grade all samples sent to Kolbe. All samples will be reviewed to verify the grade reported. Please 
keep copies of all samples submitted. Samples will not be returned. If you wish to receive specific 
feedback on a work sample from a Kolbe advisor, please attach a note to the material. Please note 
that sample work sent in a student’s grade report is NOT retained in the student’s cumulative file. 

https://kolbe.org/academics/diploma-types/
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This includes any original work done by the student. You are welcome to send copies and keep the 
original work for your records. EACH SAMPLE SHOULD BE LABELED WITH THE STUDENT’S 
NAME, DATE ASSIGNMENT WAS GIVEN, SUBJECT AND BOOK, PLUS PAGE OR LESSON 
NUMBER.  
 
KINDERGARTEN STUDENTS: 
Written samples are optional for Kindergarten students. However, you are welcome to submit one 
sample of written work per subject per quarter. A single paper or daily assignment is acceptable as 
sample work.  
 
GRADES 1-5 STUDENTS: 
Please submit ONE sample of written work per subject per quarter. A single paper, daily assignment, 
or test done during the quarter for which grades are being submitted, is acceptable as sample work.  
 
GRADES 6-8 STUDENTS: 
Please submit TWO samples of written work per subject per semester. Any two papers, daily 
assignments, or tests done during the semester are acceptable as sample work.  
 
HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS:  
Please consult each course’s syllabus for exact sample requirements for Kolbe Honors (H) and Kolbe 
Core curriculum courses (K). For college courses (C), a transcript from the college must be included 
for credit. If no designation is desired, any TWO written and graded samples of work per course will 
suffice for credit each semester. 
 
For non-academic courses, particularly those in music, art, physical education, and drama, it may be 
difficult to submit a sample of work. For these courses, it is acceptable to include a brief description 
of the activity. It is not necessary to provide certificates of completion or participation signed by 
sports coaches or fine arts instructors. It is especially important at the high school level to provide 
documentation of any elective course, including art, music, physical education, etc., as some non-
academic subjects are required for graduation. Non-academic subjects are not factored into the high 
school GPA and should be reported on the report card with a Pass/Fail grade. 
 
ATTENDANCE RECORD 
An attendance record is provided in the Welcome Packet materials and should be filed with our 
office for each student. One Kolbe Academy Home School Attendance Record per student is 
provided in the welcome packet. Please mail us a signed and dated copy with your fourth quarter 
home school grade report for grades K-5 or second semester home school grade report for grades 
6-8 and High School students. Please check your state’s minimum day requirements when planning 
your school year. 

https://kolbe.org/welcomepacket
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SENDING GRADE REPORTS TO KOLBE ACADEMY 
When you have assembled the necessary grade reporting forms and samples, you may send them 
to Kolbe Academy by US Mail or by e-mail. 
 

You may submit your grade report packets by mail to: 
 Kolbe Academy 
 1600 F Street 
 Napa, CA 94559 

OR, you may submit your grade report packets by e-mail: 
 For grades K-8: k8reports@kolbe.org  
 For grades 9-11: hsreports@kolbe.org 
 For grade 12:  seniors@kolbe.org  
 

To send an official college transcript (signed and with the school seal visible) from another 
institution by e-mail, send it to: transcripts@kolbe.org  

 

Advisor Review of Parent Recommended Grade Reports 
 
All recommended home school grade reports are reviewed by an advisor. The review consists of 
an accounting of the quarter or semester home school grade report. The review report sent to the 
families is a verification of grades as assigned by the parents using the listing of subjects reported 
on the report card.  
 

All grades and attendance materials sent in by parents are maintained in a cumulative file at Kolbe 
Academy. The cumulative folder is established for all students upon registration and contains 
student academic records, including records requested and transferred from previous schools.  
 
Please note: The cumulative file does not contain samples of work submitted in home school grade 
reports. 
 

You are always welcome to contact your advisor should you have any questions about sending 
grade records to us. 

PLACEMENT AND STANDARDIZED TESTING 
 
Typically, Kolbe Academy allows parents to select course plans above or below their student’s 
enrolled grade level. In order to receive credit for a course in high school, though, the course must 

mailto:k8reports@kolbe.org
mailto:hsreports@kolbe.org
mailto:seniors@kolbe.org
mailto:transcripts@kolbe.org
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be high school level. Please contact Admissions if you would like to select a course outside of the 
range offered on the enrollment form. In Junior High and High School, some of the math, science, 
and language courses have pre-requisites or co-requisites for enrollment. Please see course 
descriptions for details.  
 
You may choose to have your child take Kolbe’s informal grade level or subject assessment tests to 
help determine the best placement for your student. Standardized testing is also available through 
Kolbe.  
 

Grade Level Assessment and Subject Placement Tests 
 
Grade level assessment tests and subject placements tests, along with their answer keys, are 
available on our website free of charge. These tests are a resource to help gauge which grade level 
will be a good fit for your student. These tests are administered by the parent and graded by the 
parent. However, you are welcome to contact your advisor if you would like to discuss the results 
of the assessment tests or receive advice about our curriculum options in any subject area. Please 
keep in mind that you are able to customize a curriculum for your student based upon their grade 
level in individual subjects. 
 

Standardized Testing 
 
Kolbe Academy offers standardized testing using a nationally recognized, norm-and criterion-
referenced standardized test which is administered to elementary and secondary school students 
in public, private, and home schools across the country. The primary benefit of standardized testing 
is its usefulness as a diagnostic tool to evaluate the strengths and weaknesses in a student's 
academic profile and to chart progress from year to year. Tests are available for grades 1-12 (Kolbe 
currently does not offer testing for Kindergarten). Please check your state testing requirements at 
www.hslda.org. 
 
You do not need to be an enrolled Kolbe Academy family to register for standardized tests. More 
information on how to register for standardized tests and the fees that apply are available on our 
website. 
 

PSAT/NMSQT, SAT, ACT, and CLT (Classical Learning Test) 
 
The PSAT/NMSQT, SAT, ACT, and CLT are college entrance exams. The College Board administers 
the PSAT.NMSQT and SAT exams, and the ACT administers the ACT exam. The burden of 

http://www.hslda.org/
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registering for and taking the PSAT/NMSQT, SAT, or ACT exams is on the parent and student. Kolbe 
Academy does not locate or provide a physical setting for students to take the exams.  

• The PSAT and SAT:  https://www.collegeboard.org/ 
• The ACT:  http://act.org/  
 

The Classical Learning Test (CLT)), developed by Classical Learning Initiatives, is a college entrance 
exam designed specifically for students who received a classical education. It is accepted at over 
150 schools. The CLT10 and CLT8 (CLT prep tests) are available free of charge and can be taken at 
home under a parent’s supervision. As with other college entrance exams, the burden of registering 
for and taking the CLT is on the parent and student. 

• The CLT:  https://www.cltexam.com/ 
 
Please see the college planning section of this booklet for more information on preparing for college. 
 

Advanced Placement (AP®) Exams 
 
Advanced Placement (AP®) Exams enable students to earn college credit or to test out of some 
prerequisites for college while still in high school. The College Board (www.collegeboard.org) administers 
AP® exams. A student does not need to be enrolled in an AP® course in order to take an AP® exam. The 
burden of registering for and taking an AP® exam is on the parent and student. Kolbe Academy 
does not locate or provide a physical setting for students to take the exams.  

ELEMENTARY PLANNING 
 
When planning your courses for your elementary student, we are here to help. Choosing courses is 
ultimately dependent on the strengths and needs of the individual student. Our website lists each course 
we offer for each grade level. Many parents choose to do all the courses offered in each grade level, but 
how many you choose is up to your student’s needs. Foreign language, for example, is always optional. 
Many of the courses will be an easy choice. For example, for reading in first grade, if they are at grade level, 
there is one option. For some of the courses like history, math or science, you will get to decide which 
textbook series you prefer. We have provided extra tips and suggestions on choosing courses and 
establishing a schedule below. 
 

Course Selection 
 
Kolbe offers families a large selection of courses for elementary children and the number of 
options available may seem overwhelming, but it’s important to remember that Kolbe doesn’t 
require all those subjects be used. In fact, Kolbe doesn’t have any requirements for the type of 

https://www.collegeboard.org/
http://act.org/
https://www.cltexam.com/
http://www.collegeboard.org/
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subjects or the number of subjects your elementary (K-8) child needs to take. The guiding factor in 
determining what subjects to choose is what your state requires you to teach. The other critical 
element is what you as the primary educator want to teach your child. Once you determine the 
subjects required by your state, choosing the additional options is next.  
 
LANGUAGE ARTS (IN GENERAL) 
Language Arts is the broadest subject as there are many elements. There are many components 
and they may or may not all be necessary. It may be helpful to consider each Language Arts choice 
individually and determine if your child really needs that particular aspect. For instance, if they are 
a fluent reader phonics may no longer be necessary. Maybe you would prefer to have them learn 
vocabulary through literature rather than take it as a stand-alone subject. Should they complete 
both traditional composition and Classical Composition? And what is the difference between 
Reading and Literature? These are the kinds of decisions you as the parent are able to make. Kolbe 
advisors are happy to assist you by answering your questions.  

 
PENMANSHIP/HANDWRITING 
While Kolbe does not have individual course plans or enrollment options for penmanship 
(handwriting), for parents who want their students to study the discipline of handwriting, we do 
carry handwriting books for grades K-8. There are many benefits to including handwriting in an 
elementary course of study. For the youngest students, learning to write using a systematic 
approach helps with important motor skills and cognitive development. As students mature, a 
handwriting program will reinforce these skills and “train the brain” through copy work and 
repetition. At all grade levels, a handwriting program encourages students to develop the good 
handwriting habits necessary for turning in neat and orderly written work. 

 
READING VS. LITERATURE 
Reading programs and Literature programs serve similar purposes but are accomplished through 
different means. Reading programs use a basal reader, an anthology of short stories, poems, and 
excerpts from longer works designed to build on previous skills learned. Catholic National Reader 
(CNR) is a basal reader. A criticism of basal readers is that they are not written to be enjoyed, but 
only as a tool for the student to learn to read. However, that is not true in the case of the Catholic 
National Reader. Many parents have found their children to really enjoy the stories.  

Both CNR and the Kolbe Literature programs have comprehension questions, vocabulary, and 
include a wide range of genres, but an obvious difference would be the length of the stories. 
Reading complete books allows a student to experience character development while they learn 
to identify the plot, the theme, and the message the author has created.   
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COMPOSITION CHOICES  
Kolbe Academy offers two tracks for studying composition: Classical Composition and Voyages in 
English 2018 composition instruction. There are 5 courses in the Classical Composition series. 
Parents may choose either option (or a combination of both) to teach their students to 
communicate through the written word and to prepare them for the rigors of writing in high 
school and beyond. For parents who choose to use the Classical Composition series alongside the 
Voyages in English courses, they may follow the grammar instructions and skip over the 
composition instructions found in the Voyages in English courses while following the composition 
instruction found in the Classical Composition course plans instead. Parents may also choose to 
use the Voyages in English composition lessons as their main form of instruction for composition 
and have the student complete some of the Classical Composition at their own pace for 
enrichment.  

We recommend that students can begin Classical Composition in grade 4, but parents may choose 
to begin students in earlier or later grades depending on what best suits their student’s academic 
needs. Composition instruction is included in each Voyages in English 2018 course from grades 3 
through 8. 

Classical Composition 
Based on the fourteen stages in the Progymnasmata (a set of preparatory exercises originated by 
the Greeks to ready the student for rhetoric), the Classical Composition series offered by Kolbe 
Academy teaches students to write according to traditional teaching methods. The Progymnasmata 
exercises were adopted by the Church from the ancients, adapted during the Renaissance, and 
practiced by the West until recently. Students will gain an appreciation for sound writing, the 
habits of good writers through imitation of their structure and style, and the ability to read and 
write analytically which will allow the student to tackle any given writing task.  

Unlike modern composition teaching methods, each stage of the Progymnasmata builds upon the 
skills learned in the previous stage. Therefore, a student should work their way through the 
Classical Composition series beginning with the first stage (the Fable stage) regardless of the 
student’s grade level. Kolbe’s Classical Composition course plans offer parents suggestions on 
adapting the pace of the courses for older students. If parents are relying on Classical Composition 
to prepare their student for writing high school essays, students should complete Classical 
Composition courses 1-4, and if possible, course 5. 

Voyages in English 2018 Composition 
The composition instruction provided in the Voyages in English 2018 textbooks follows a modern, 
but traditional, format. Voyages in English 2018 offers comprehensive language arts instruction. It 
builds students’ confidence as effective writers, readers, listeners, and speakers. The textbook is 
organized into two related yet distinct parts: grammar and writing. The course includes lessons 
which integrate these two parts to show the relationship between grammar and writing.  
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Students using the composition instruction found in Voyages in English 2018 receive instruction 
for completing many types of composition assignments including: personal narrative, letter writing, 
how-to articles, book reports, persuasive writing, creative writing, expository writing, and research 
reports. Each Chapter of Composition instruction focuses on understanding the structure and 
logical steps necessary to complete a particular type of writing task from beginning to end. Unlike 
the Classical Composition courses offered by Kolbe which should be taken in sequence, students 
may take the Voyages in English 2018 courses according to their appropriate grade level. 

 
HISTORY CHOICES:  
In grades 4 through 8, Kolbe Academy offers a choice in history tracks: The Land of Our Lady 
Series and Famous Men of Greece and Rome followed by the Catholic Textbook Project History 
texts. Parents may follow one track or the other from beginning to end or mix and match the 
textbooks to suit the academic needs of their students. 

Land of Our Lady Series 
The Land of Our Lady is a traditional series of five textbooks first published in the mid-twentieth 
century. The series contains a concise and interesting explanation of the Catholic influence of 
religion, culture and morality in the history of America. Book one, Founders of Freedom, begins with 
Creation and book five, Guardians of Freedom, ends with the Korean War. Many families find that 
the writing style of this series lends itself to teaching history to several grade levels at once, 
making it an ideal choice for parents who wish to simplify their teaching schedule by using the 
same materials for multiple children. Parents can read the text aloud if some students are too 
young to read the text themselves adjust the academic expectations for assignments and 
assessments depending on the grade level of each child. 

Famous Men of Greece and Rome and the Catholic Textbook Project Series 
As an option to the Land of Our Lady series, parents may choose to have their students study 
Famous Men of Greece and Rome in grade 3 followed by the series of four history books by the 
Catholic Textbook Project. 

The Catholic Textbook Project books offer a contemporary presentation of history in story form 
enhanced by the lives of the saints, maps, and illustrations. The four books used in grades 5 
through 8 are: From Sea to Shining Sea (the history of North America from the Native American 
nations up to the Twentieth Century), All Ye Lands (world history and cultural overview from 
prehistory up to the mid 1800's), Light to the Nations: Part One (world history from the coming of 
Jesus Christ, through medieval Christendom, to the Enlightenment of the 18th century), and Light 
to the Nations: Part Two (modern era world history from the Enlightenment through World War II). 

The Light to Nations: Part One and Light to the Nations: Part 2 books may also be used in high 
school as an option to satisfy two years of high school World History credits for students who do 
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not plan on taking our Core high school history courses. Students who plan on taking the Light to 
the Nations courses for high school credit should not take them during the 7th and 8th grade. 

 
MATH CHOICES: SINGAPORE VS. MCP/SAXON VS. SADLIER MARY 
Kolbe offers several options for math in grades K-8. This allows parents great flexibility in 
choosing a math track for their students. 
 
Modern Curriculum Press (MCP) Math 
Kolbe offers MCP Math as an option for grades K-3.  MCP is a traditional, straightforward 
elementary math curriculum which utilizes a consumable student book containing daily 
worksheets. This program does not require a large amount of hands on time to explain the lessons, 
and its lack of complexity for the younger students in grades K-3 is an appealing quality 
 
Singapore Math 
Kolbe offers Singapore Math as an option for grades K-6. Singapore Math utilizes modality 
learning, and as a series it allows students in the primary grades to retain the same math 
curriculum in the lower elementary grades and then transition to a new curriculum for Pre-Algebra 
and Algebra (if appropriate) in Junior high. Singapore Math utilizes both A and B book sets for 
each grade level, which makes it easy for a parent to start the math course at the beginning of a 
grade level or midway through the grade level depending on the academic needs of their student.  
Each A and B book set includes three books (student text, student workbook, and teacher book). 
All three books are integral to teaching the course. This is a wonderful program for the student 
who thrives in a tactile learning environment and parents who desire a math program that 
emphasizes instructor engagement in the lessons. 
 
Saxon Math 
Kolbe offers Saxon Math as an option in grades 4-8 (and then continues to offer the Saxon math 
curriculum through high school as well). Saxon Math is based on a spiral method of reinforcement 
which weaves review and the addition of new concepts rather than using a linear approach to 
introduce new math topics in a more “compartmentalized” fashion.  
 
Sadlier Math 
Kolbe offers Sadlier Math as an option in grades 6-8. The Sadlier Math curriculum utilizes a linear 
approach to presenting new math concepts (in contrast to the spiral approach utilized by Saxon 
Math). Students who plan on taking Kolbe’s Foerster’s Math curriculum in high school may find 
that Sadlier Math’s linear approach will provide an optimal transition to taking those courses. 
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SCIENCE CHOICES 
In grades K-6, Kolbe offers two science programs: Science and Living in God’s World (grades K-2) 
and the Harcourt Science textbook series (grades 1-6). Parents have the option of completing 
Science in God’s World through grade 2 and then beginning the Harcourt series in grade 3 or 
switching to the Harcourt series in grades 1 or 2 depending on what best suits their needs. In 
Junior High, Kolbe offers Holt Life Science and Earth Science. Students planning on taking Algebra 
1 in the 8th grade may want to consider taking Physical Science in 8th grade as well. 
 
Science and Living in God’s World 
The Science and Living in God’s World curriculum is a delightful and simple way to introduce 
students in grades K-2 to the wonders of God’s creation and appreciating God in the world around 
them. The Science Experiments Recipe Book available in the Kolbe bookstore makes a wonderful 
companion to this course. 
 
Harcourt Science Series 
The three Harcourt science textbooks each contain two years of instruction: Grades 1/2, Grades 
3/4, and Grades 5/6. For each grade level the series (grades 1-6), students will complete units of 
instruction in Life Science, Earth Science, and Physical Science. The textbooks are vibrant and 
captivating. 
 
Holt Life Science and Pearson Earth Science 
Kolbe Academy offers Holt Life Science and Pearson Earth Science in grades 7-8. These courses 
provide an excellent preparation for high school level science courses. They may be taken in any 
order, but many students take the Life Science course in advance of the Earth Science course. For 
students planning to take high school level Algebra 1 and Physical Science in 8th grade, we 
recommend that they take Life Science and Earth Science in grades 6-7. 
 
FOREIGN LANGUAGE (Latin and Greek)  
Kolbe offers several options for the study of foreign language in the elementary years. However, 
foreign language is not required in the elementary years. When considering foreign language for 
an elementary student, we encourage parents to consider what work load will be appropriate for 
the academic needs and goals of their student. 
 
Latina Christiana 
Latina Christiana is a wonderful way to introduce Latin to elementary students. The course 
materials are very user friendly and may be completed as written for a structured introductory 
Latin course or used as enrichment when time allows to familiarize elementary students with 
Latin. 
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Little Latin Readers 
Little Latin Readers is a new series of courses for the Kolbe curriculum. We will be adding a new 
textbook from this series each year until the entire six book set is available. Little Latin Readers is 
an excellent academically structured Latin curriculum designed for the elementary student. We 
recommend that this series may be started in grade 3 and continued through grade 8. Students 
may begin at their own grade level without completing the prior courses in the series if they are 
motivated students with a strong grasp of the language arts, particularly grammar. Students 
completing the sixth course in the series will be ready to take Henle Latin 2 upon entering the 9th 
grade. 
 
Basic Greek in 30 Minutes a Day 
Basic Greek in 30 Minutes a Day is two-year introduction to the Greek language. Students will 
learn the Greek alphabet, basic Greek pronunciation, and a general outline of Greek grammar. The 
course teaches students the meaning of hundreds of New Testament words as well as the 
background of dozens of religious terms through explaining the Greek components which form 
them. We recommend that this two year course be taken in grades 7-8. 
 

Scheduling the Elementary School Day 
 
To help with setting up your daily school schedule Kolbe has provided suggested amounts of time 
to spend on each subject; however each child is unique and their ability to stay focused and on 
task will depend on a variety of things such as the amount of sleep they got the night before, how 
they’re feeling physically and emotionally, if they’re hungry or too full, and perhaps most 
importantly, how interested they are in the subject. 
 
AGE-APPROPRIATE EXPECTATIONS 
Childhood development experts generally say that a reasonable attention span to expect of a child 
is two to three minutes per year of their age. That is the period of time for which a typical child 
can maintain focus on a given task. It's worth noting that some developmental researchers put the 
upper limit at five minutes per year of a child's age, meaning a 2-year-old could be able to focus on 
a task for up to 10 minutes at a time. Of course, these are only generalizations. 
 
Average attention spans work out like this: 

• 2 years old: four to six minutes 
• 4 years old: eight to 12 minutes 
• 6 years old: 12 to 18 minutes 
• 8 years old: 16 to 24 minutes 
• 10 years old: 20 to 30 minutes 
• 12 years old: 24 to 36 minutes 
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Kolbe course plans for grades 1-5 use the traditional 36-week school year divided into 4 quarters 
of 9 weeks each and are based on a 4-day week, with the 5th day set aside for field trips, science 
experiments, testing, catch-up work, etc. (a 180-day school year).  In grades 6-8 the school year is 
divided into two semesters of 18 weeks each.  Please check your state’s minimum day requirements 
when planning your school year. 

   
The following is a suggested schedule that will cover all recommended areas of study.  The total 
estimated hours per day includes review and examination weeks, but does not include breaks, art, 
music, and PE: 
 

Minutes spent per Week on each Subject 

Grade: 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Religion  4 x 20 4 x 25 4 x 25 4 x 25 4 x 30 4 x 30 4 x 40 4 x 40 

Reading/Literature   4 x 30 4 x 30 4 x 30 4 x 30 4 x 30 4 x 30 4 x 30 4 x 30 

English Grammar  4 x 15 4 x 20 4 x 30 4 x 30 4 x 30 4 x 30 4 x 45 4 x 45 

Phonics/Word Study  4 x 15 4 x 15 4 x 20 4 x 20 4 x 20 4 x 20 -- -- 

Spelling (1-6) 

Vocabulary (4-6)  

Vocab./Spelling (7-8) 

4 x 15 4 x 15 4 x 20 2 x 20 

2 x 20 

 

2 x 20 

2 x 20 

 

2 x 20 

2 x 20 

 

 

 

4 x 20 

 

 

4 x 20 

History  -- 2 x 20 2 x 20 4 x 30 4 x 30 4 x 30 4 x 40 4 x 40 

Math  4 x 30 4 x 30 4 x 30 4 x 40 4 x 40 4 x 40 4 x 50 4 x 50 

Science 2 x 20 2 x 20 4 x 25 4 x 25 4 x 30 4 x 30 4 x 40 4 x 40 

Geography 2 x 15 2 x 15 2 x 15 2 x 15 2 x 15 2 x 15 -- -- 

Latin  -- -- -- -- 4 x 30 4 x 30 4 x 30 4 x 30 

Greek  -- -- -- -- -- 4 x 30 4 x 30 4 x 30 

Handwriting  4 x 15 4 x 15 2 x 15 2 x 15 2 x 15 2 x 15 1 x 15 1 x 15 

Art 30-45 30-45 30-45 30-45 30-45 30-45 30-60 30-60 

Music 30-45 30-45 30-45 30-45 30-45 30-45 30-60 30-60 

Physical Education 90 90 90 90 90 90 90-150 90-150 

Estimated hours per 
day: (excluding art, 
music, PE, and breaks) 

2 hrs. 

40 min 

2 hrs. 

50 min 

3 hrs. 

20 min 

3 hrs. 

55 min 

4 hrs. 

35 min 

5 hrs. 

5 min 

5 hrs. 

30 min 

5 hrs. 

30 min 
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8th Grade Diploma 
 
Kolbe Academy issues Eighth Grade diplomas for our 8th grade graduates. In order to receive a 
diploma for graduation from 8th grade, a student must:  

1. be enrolled with Kolbe Academy for all of the 8th grade year; 
2. be taking at minimum 5 academic courses including Religion, English, and Math; 
3. and have on file with Kolbe Academy the 6th and 7th grade student records from Kolbe 

Academy, from another school, or from your own home school. 
 

Earning High School Credit in 8th Grade 
 
Kolbe Academy allows students to earn high school credit for high school level math, science, and 
foreign language courses taken in 8th grade according to our policy as outlined in the Parent and 
Student Handbook. Students may not earn high school credit before reaching the 8th grade. If a 
student is planning on taking a typical course load for all four years of high school, it is usually not 
necessary to include high school level courses from 8th grade on the high school transcript. Should 
you have questions regarding whether or not it will be beneficial for your student to receive high 
school credit for coursework completed in 8th grade, your advisor will be happy to answer your 
questions and offer you guidance. 

HIGH SCHOOL PLANNING 
 

Choosing a Diploma Plan 
 
Kolbe Academy offers three high school diploma types: Summa Cum Laude, Magna Cum Laude, 
and Standard. The diploma types are not the equivalent of receiving Summa Cum Laude or Magna 
Cum Laude ranking in school. However, they do reflect various levels of rigor in the courses of study 
pursued. To earn a diploma from Kolbe Academy, students can use any combination of traditional 
courses, self-paced courses, online courses, or other curriculum, subject to Kolbe Academy 
approval. This includes courses taken at a community college, homeschool co-op, or with alternate 
homeschool curricula. A student who would like to earn a diploma should make sure to fully enroll 
in Kolbe Academy and choose classes that will fulfill the requirements of the desired diploma type. 
All students must complete at least 25% of the required credits towards their selected diploma while 
enrolled with Kolbe. If a student is transferring into Kolbe Academy in 10th-12th grade, a transfer 
student evaluation will be required. Please see the Parent Handbook for a more detailed description 
of the graduation requirements for each diploma type. 
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If your student is planning on furthering their secondary education after high school, when deciding 
on an appropriate diploma plan and planning a course of study for your high school student, it may 
prove helpful to contact the admissions office of a school similar to the type your student thinks 
they may like to attend. Even though they may not end up attending that school, they may get a 
general idea of what courses their transcripts should include to be considered a competitive 
applicant for that type of school. If they know what type of certificate or degree they may want to 
pursue, you can ask how to best prepare for it as well.  
 

Choosing High School Courses 
 
Choosing a course of study for high school can be exciting because high school provides students 
with a great opportunity to build on their strengths and interests with the goal of discerning what 
path to take after graduation. It is important, though, to balance the exploration of those interests 
with a plan to complete graduation requirements with a well-rounded selection of courses to 
prepare the student for success. 
 
Kolbe Academy offers a full curriculum from which parents and students can choose to meet all 
graduation requirements. Graduation requirements may also be met by using outside curriculum 
as long as it meets our standards for high school curriculum and has been submitted on the 
student’s Enrollment form or Course of Study Change form for approval by an advisor. Please see 
the Parent and Student Handbook for more information on what makes qualifies a course for high 
school credit. 
 
Kolbe Academy’s curriculum offers two different humanities tracks for high school:  our Classical 
Core track, and our Textbook/Unit based track. Our online courses are all taught at the Kolbe 
Core (K) level using a combination of Classical Core and Unit/Textbook based courses, and many 
may also be taken at the honors level if desired. Students earning the Summa Cum Laude diploma 
are required to take our Classical Core curriculum at either the Kolbe Core or Honors level as 
specified by the specific requirements for that diploma plan. Students earning the Magna Cum 
Laude or Standard diplomas may choose from any of our curriculum options to meet their 
graduation requirements, and working at the Kolbe Core or Honors level is completely optional. 
 
CLASSICAL CORE TRACK 
The Classical Core track is designed so that the recommended Theology, English, Literature, and 
History courses each year function as companion courses. Each year focuses on one specific era of 
human history. This allows the student to immerse themselves in one era at a time to think 
critically and independently about the interconnectedness of our spiritual lives, literature, and 
history. The recommended composition courses instruct the student in the art of written 
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expression using grammar, logic, rhetoric, and then culminate in studying the master authors of 
modern creative writing. The eras are studied in chronological order, which allows the students to 
understand how humanity has evolved spiritually, creatively, and intellectually throughout written 
history. While we do recommend taking our Classical Core courses according to specific eras each 
year, it is not requirement to do so. Many of our students take them according to a schedule and 
timeline that suits their own needs. 
 
The Classical Core track uses predominately original sources as texts. The courses in this track are 
rigorous if all opportunities for reading and written assignments are completed. However, we 
encourage parents to adjust the workload of our courses to meet the academic needs of each 
individual student. For this reason, many of our Classical Core courses are eligible to earn the 
Honors designation and receive an additional grade point to “weight” the course in the student’s 
GPA appropriate to the level of rigor in which it was taken. If taken at a less rigorous level, 
students can earn the optional Kolbe Core (K) designation for the course or customize the course 
even further without earning a designation. Please contact your advisor if you would like more 
information about making adjustments to our courses and our course designations.  
 
TEXTBOOK AND UNIT BASED COURSE TRACK 
When reading from original sources for church and secular history, and having a set reading list for 
literature does not suit the needs and/or interests of individual students, a selection of textbook 
and unit based history, government, theology, and literature courses are available through our 
curriculum. These courses utilize quality course materials while providing students with a less 
rigorous workload in general than our classical core courses. Students are able to earn the optional 
Kolbe Core (K) designation for these courses if they meet the requirements as prescribed in the 
course plan, and parents are able to make adjustments to the courses if they do not wish to earn a 
K designation for the course. Our textbook based history courses are offered as online courses 
alongside our classical core online courses. Please visit our website or contact your advisor for 
more information on our textbook and unit based high school courses. 
 

Academic Elective Graduation Requirements 
 
While the Summa Cum Laude diploma requirements do not include academic electives, both the 
Magna Cum Laud and Standard diploma plans do. An academic course in any specific subject will 
count towards the academic elective graduation requirement for our diplomas once a student has 
completed the graduation requirements for that specific subject. 
 
For example, once a student has met his or her graduation requirements for math, any additional 
academic math course taken will count as an academic elective towards the student’s graduation 
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requirements. For this reason, if a student takes a typical course load all four years in high school, 
the academic elective requirement is usually met without seeking course options from outside 
curriculums. Of course, a student may satisfy the academic elective requirement with outside 
curriculum if it fits in with their goals and interests for their high school course of study. 
 

High School Course of Study 
 

The Course of Study is a list of courses and course materials that each student will use during the 
school year. In High School, students are permitted a maximum of 8 academic courses per semester. 
The Course of Study is submitted on the student’s enrollment form. It is comprised of the Kolbe 
Academy courses that the student is enrolled in as well as the courses entered on the course 
enrollment form that the student will take using course materials outside of Kolbe Academy’s 
curriculum.  
 

For high school students, an Academic Advisor will review the Course of Study submitted through 
the course enrollment form to ensure that all materials are eligible for high school credit and meet 
the student’s graduation requirements. To update the list of courses and course materials entered 
on the course enrollment form, please submit a Course of Study Change Form using this link: 
 https://fs11.formsite.com/KolbeAcademy/form117/index.html.  
A link may also be found on our website homepage. 
 

Scheduling the High School Day 
 

Due to the variety of scheduling methods used by Kolbe families and the nature of the material in 
high school, we utilize a weekly format for our high school course plans.  Arrange your days as best 
suits your family.  A chart on the next page offers three different suggested scheduling styles that 
may be of help to you in planning your class rotation.  Keep in mind that high school students will 
often need extra time for “homework” in addition to allotted class time. Please remember to check 
your state’s minimum day requirements when planning your school year. 

DAILY ROTATION BLOCK ROTATION 1 BLOCK ROTATION 2 

About 50 min/day 
per course   
Mon – Thurs 
 
Fridays are always 
left open for catch 
up, field trips, or 
non-academic 
courses. 

Theology 
English 
Literature 
History 
Math 
Science 
Language 

Monday:  
Tuesday:  

Wednesday: 
Thursday:  

 
3-4 hours/day 

Theology 
Literature 
History 
Science 

Mon & Wed: 
 
 

Tues & Thurs: 
1.5-2 hours/day 
per subject 

Theology 
Literature 
English 
History 
Science 
Language 

50 min/day per 
subject, Mon-
Thurs 

English 
Math 
Language 

50 min/day per 
subject, Mon-
Thurs 

Math 
 

4-5 hrs/week for 
each non-academic 
course 

PE, Art, 
Music 

4-5 hrs/week for 
each non-academic 
course 

PE, Art 
Music 

4-5 hrs/week for 
each non-academic 
course 

PE, Art, 
Music 

https://fs11.formsite.com/KolbeAcademy/form117/index.html
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The High School Transcript 
 
Kolbe Academy offers transcript and record keeping services for all enrolled high school students. 
A high school transcript is an official academic record for high school students. It may be requested 
to show proof of graduation and academic performance to institutions or programs the student 
wishes to apply to after high school.  
 
Credits and grade point averages are assigned to courses on high school transcripts. Kolbe 
transcripts lists coursework done within and outside of the Kolbe Academy curriculum including 
academic and non-academic coursework as well as elective coursework. To receive credit on a 
transcript for a home school or self-paced course, a parent must submit sample coursework to Kolbe 
or a transcript of credit from another institution. Students enrolled in an online course with Kolbe 
Academy will automatically have a Kolbe transcript generated for their online course. 
 
All requests for high school transcripts are processed through Parchment.com. and may be delivered 
by mail or electronically. Please use the link on our website to access a Transcript Request Form. 
 
HIGH SCHOOL CREDITS 
Passing grades in academic courses receive 5 credits per semester per course. A passing grade is D 
or above at the end of the semester for all diploma types. A grade of D or above will count 
towards the graduation requirements for the Standard and Magna Cum Laude diplomas. A grade 
of C- or above at the end of the semester will count towards the graduation requirements for the 
Summa Diploma. Please note that semester grades are calculated into the GPA. 
 
HIGH SCHOOL COURSE DESIGNATIONS 
Kolbe Academy’s transcripts utilize course designations for Traditional, Self-Paced, and Online 
ourses taken with our curriculum to indicate the level of rigorousness at which the course work 
was completed as follows:  

Kolbe Core (K), Kolbe Honors (H), Kolbe Online Core (OK), Kolbe Online Honors (OH), and 
Kolbe Online Advanced Placement (AP). 

 
Kolbe Academy’s Transcripts also designate when courses have been taken for credit at a college.   
 
Always refer to the syllabus at the beginning of Kolbe course plans to verify the specific designations 
available for each course as well as the requirements for those designations. Please see the Parent 
and Student Handbook for more details on Kolbe Academy course designations. 
 

https://www.parchment.com/u/registration/369945/account
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Diploma Requests 
 
When a student has completed the high school course of study and met all graduation requirements 
for their diploma plan, a diploma may be requested by accessing a Diploma Request Form, which 
may be accessed on our website (Diploma Request Form). Typical processing time is 2-3 weeks. 
Diploma comes with a diploma cover and tassel. For more information on our Diploma options, 
please reference the Parent Handbook.  
 

DISCERNING A PATH AFTER HIGH SCHOOL 
 

Career Path Guidance 
 
God gifts us in certain areas and then draws us to those areas to serve Him. Discerning where your 
interests and your abilities intersect will provide insight into how you can find the most satisfaction 
in your life and follow the path God is calling you to.  
 
Some guidance and career counselors utilize Interest Inventory tests to help determine what career 
choices might be a good fit for individuals. However, as per the principle of subsidiarity, parents 
should make the final decision as to whether or not a student takes these assessments (such as the 
one identified below). Kolbe Academy does not officially endorse the test.  
 
INTEREST INVENTORY TEST 
The Occupational Information Network (O*NET) is a website of the US Department of Labor. It 
offers a free online assessment test based on Dr. John Holland’s Self-Directed Search (SDS). The 
SDS has been used in high schools for over 40 years to help students determine a career path based 
on their interests.  
 
Students can take the O*NET Profiler at https://www.mynextmove.org/explore/ip, and then visit 
O*NET Online at https://www.onetonline.org/find/descriptor/browse/Interests/ to see what kinds 
of career suggestions are recommended based on the results of the Profiler. 
 
Of course, the results of the profiler are only statistical indicators, so students should not feel 
discouraged if they do not find their chosen career path on the list of recommended careers at 
O*NET Online. However, for students who have not yet discerned what they may like to do after 
high school, the resources found on the Occupational Information Network website may give them 
some ideas of career avenues to consider. 
 

https://fs11.formsite.com/KolbeAcademy/form91/index.html
https://www.mynextmove.org/explore/ip
https://www.onetonline.org/find/descriptor/browse/Interests/
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Religious Vocation Discernment 
 
By choosing to school at home with a classical, Catholic curriculum, the vocation of your children is 
probably in your mind. As you prepare your child academically and morally for the future, you begin 
to wonder where God will call them as far as their vocation. God has placed a unique call on each 
of their hearts and through their formation at home they become closer to discerning their call. 
Many will be called to marriage but for some they may have a call to be a priest, brother, monk, nun, 
or religious sister. This is a special calling and needs to be nurtured. Below are some resources to 
help them. 
 
The National Religious Vocation Conference, Vision Vocation Network is a helpful resource that 
allows you to browse communities, search for vocation events, read through resources, do an 
interactive vocation questionnaire, and find help matching them up with religious communities that 
may be compatible with their calling (https://www.vocationnetwork.org/en/). 
 
A Guide to Religious Ministries for Catholic Men and Women is the only comprehensive directory 
of Catholic men's and women's communities in the United States. They have a searchable database 
online and a hard copy book (http://www.religiousministries.com/). 
 
For a general overview of religious life, you can purchase our book Of Bells and Cells by Cristina 
Borges. It is a picture book used in our younger grades’ curriculum that is a great resource to learn 
about religious life and the different orders.  
 
Finding a spiritual director, choosing a college with a vibrant and authentic catholic presence on 
campus, frequenting the sacraments, and going to adoration also are great aids in discerning one’s 
vocation. Most of all, our prayers and support for them in this journey are what they need to discern 
the path God has in store for them. 
 

Military 
 
Joining the military after graduation either part time or full time to serve our country is another type 
of vocation that high school graduates may consider. For students who think they may be interested 
in following this career path, they can sign up to take the free Armed Services Vocational Aptitude 
Battery test. The next step would be to investigate all of the options to serve. The Military Service 
Academies offer a free education to qualified students. Students may also enlist full time directly 
into the branch of service of their choice, and each branch of the military also has a corresponding 
reserve for those students interested in serving part-time. 
 

https://www.vocationnetwork.org/en/
http://www.religiousministries.com/
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Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery: http://official-asvab.com/ 
 
Military Service Academies 
Air Force Academy: http://www.usafa.af.mil/  
United States Naval Academy (Navy and Marine Corps): https://www.usna.edu/homepage.php  
West Point (Army): https://www.usma.edu/SitePages/Home.aspx 
 
Active or Reserve Military  
Air Force: https://www.airforce.com/ 
Army: https://www.goarmy.com/ 
Coast Guard: https://www.gocoastguard.com/  
Marines: https://www.marines.com/  
National Guard: https://www.nationalguard.com/  
Navy: https://www.navy.com/index.html 
 

Occupational and Technical Career Programs 
 
Career and technical education (CTE) programs prepare students to be career ready by focusing on 
three areas: academic skills, employability skills, and technical, career-specific skills. Information on 
accredited programs can be found at the US Department of Education’s website 
https://www2.ed.gov/. Use the search function for Regional and National Institutional Accrediting 
Agencies.  
 

COLLEGE PLANNING 
 
If a student plans to attend a college or university after graduation from high school, he or she 
may find that they begin considering this fact early on when making many decisions regarding 
their high school academics. As the student approaches graduation, planning for college will 
increase in importance.  While there are many decisions to make and many things to submit when 
applying for colleges, it should be a very exciting time in a student’s life.  

Some general aspects of planning for college can begin early. For instance, if your student happens 
to have an idea of the type of school they would like to attend, it may prove helpful in choosing a 
diploma plan and high school course of study to contact the admissions office of a similar school 
and ask about their admissions requirements. Even though they may not end up attending that 
school, they can get a general idea of what it takes to be a competitive applicant at a school of that 
type. If they know what type of degree they may want to pursue, they can ask how to best prepare 
for it as well.  
 

http://official-asvab.com/
http://www.usafa.af.mil/
https://www.usna.edu/homepage.php
https://www.usma.edu/SitePages/Home.aspx
https://www.airforce.com/
https://www.goarmy.com/
https://www.gocoastguard.com/
https://www.marines.com/
https://www.nationalguard.com/
https://www.navy.com/index.html
https://www2.ed.gov/
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Kolbe Academy’s Supporting Role in the College Planning Process 
 
When a student is enrolled in Kolbe Academy and working towards one of our diploma plans, our 
advisors can offer a great deal of support in the college planning process. Not only are we able to 
provide a diploma and an official transcript, but we can also provide letters of recommendation 
and submit documents on the student’s behalf through the Common Application (see more about 
the Common Application later in this booklet). The Academic Services Department also prioritizes 
the processing of 12th graders’ grade reports to help ensure that students are able to meet 
deadlines for submitting transcripts to schools and scholarship programs, etc. 
 
In addition, our Academic Services Department offers College Counselling appointments. During 
this appointment we can help you plan or confirm that the students course of study will meet the 
student’s graduation requirements as well as answer any questions you may have about how 
Kolbe can provide assistance with the college planning and application process. You may request 
such an appointment by clicking on the appointment button on the homepage of our website, or in 
the upper right-hand corner of our PowerSchool parent portal. 
 
Kolbe Academy also hosts online events such as college planning webinars which parents may 
either attend “live” or by watching a recording. Those that attend the live webinar have the 
opportunity to ask the presenters questions that they may have about the college planning 
process. Kolbe also occasionally hosts “virtual” visits from colleges, which give parents and 
students an opportunity to learn more about those particular schools’ academics and campus 
culture without travelling to the campus in person. For more information on our College Planning 
webinars and virtual college visits, please go to the Admissions Events page on our website. 
 

General Planning Resources 
 
The College Board offers free college planning and career exploration for middle and high school 
students with downloadable student workbooks and educator guides for every grade level 
beginning with 7th grade. https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/ 
 
The ACT has many free downloadable resources for students planning to continue their education 
past high school, as well as for those planning to enter the workforce right away. Planning 
timelines start with the sophomore year. http://www.act.org/ 
  

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/
http://www.act.org/
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Choosing a College 
 
There are many things to consider when choosing a college or university to attend, and there are a 
seemingly endless number of colleges and universities to choose from. Since it will be a “home 
away from home” for several years, it is important that the student choose a school which will be a 
good fit for them. Instead of feeling overwhelmed by this, students should see this as an 
opportunity for a great adventure. 
  
Part of this adventure is learning about what different schools offer in the way of academics and 
campus life. While it is not always possible to do so, it is very advantageous to visit campuses 
before deciding to attend. Many schools offer “virtual” opportunities for students to become 
familiar with the campus and student life if prospective applicants are unable to visit in person. 
Some colleges attend homeschool conferences, host webinars, and conduct “virtual” college visits 
to schools through videoconferencing.  Kolbe Academy occasionally hosts virtual visits from 
Catholic colleges and universities. 
 
Keep in mind when looking at schools, that it is important to find a balance between the student’s 
career interests, the degree options offered, campus culture, cost, and location. Once a student 
has discerned what he or she is looking for in these areas, it will be much easier to focus on 
schools that are most likely to be a good fit. Many times, a student will begin this process with a 
“definite” choice in mind only to discover that the school really does not suit their needs. Luckily, 
there are so many schools to choose from that every student is bound to find a perfect fit if they 
are willing to take the time to do a little research and keep an open mind along the way.  
 
CATHOLIC COLLEGE SEARCH RESOURCES 
Probably the best-known resource for finding authentically Catholic colleges and universities is The 
Newman Guide to Choosing a Catholic College. This resource lists top colleges that are faithful to the 
Magisterium and will provide daily Mass attendance statistics and more. 
(www.Cardinalnewmansociety.org)  
 
The National Catholic College Admission Association is a nonprofit organization of 145 Catholic 
colleges and universities. It can be searched by academic program, campus setting, enrollment size, 
and location. (www.catholiccollegesonline.org)  
 
College is often the time where students make the faith their own or sadly fall away. If a Catholic 
college is not a possibility, there are plenty of colleges that have Catholic Newman centers where 
students can meet fellow Catholic college students and learn about the faith. There are over 2400 
Newman centers in the US. (www.newmanconnection.com)  
 

http://www.cardinalnewmansociety.org/
http://www.catholiccollegesonline.org/
http://www.newmanconnection.com/
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Entrance Exams 
 
Even if students does not plan to continue with post-secondary education right after high school, 
taking college entrance tests will provide insight into their academic strengths. If you are planning 
on applying to a college or university, check with the school(s) you are interested in attending to 
find out what type of entrance exams they require or accept.  
 
PSAT/NMSQT, SAT, and ACT 
The PSAT/NMSQT, SAT and ACT are three widely recognized college entrance exams. The non-
profit College Board administers the PSAT/NMSQT and SAT exams, and the ACT administers the 
ACT exam.  

• The PSAT/NMSQT and SAT:  https://www.collegeboard.org/ 
• The ACT:  http://act.org/ 

 
A great benefit to taking the PSAT (other than gauging readiness for college and serving as a practice 
run for the SAT) is that it gives students an opportunity to earn scholarships. The PSAT/NMSQT is 
co-sponsored by the College Board and the National Merit Scholarship Corporation. Every year, 
millions of dollars in scholarships are awarded to high school Juniors who take the PSAT/NMSQT. 
Please see the College Board website for more details. 
 
The burden of registering for and taking a PSAT, SAT, or ACT exam is on the parent and student. 
Kolbe Academy does not locate or provide a physical setting for students to take the exams. Please 
refer to the College Board and ACT websites for more information about registering for these 
exams. 
 
CLASSICAL LEARNING TEST 
The Classical Learning Test (CLT), developed by Classical Learning Initiatives, is a college entrance 
exam designed specifically for students who received a classical education. It is accepted at over 
150 schools. The CLT10 and CLT8 tests are prep tests for the CLT. The CLT10 and CLT8 are 
available free of charge and can be taken at home under a parent’s supervision.  
 
There are scholarship opportunities with the CLT exams as well. The CLT10 provides scholarship 
opportunities through a partnership with the National Association of Scholars, and there are over 
100 participating colleges and universities that offer scholarships based on CLT scores. Please refer 
to the CLT website for more information. 

• The CLT:  https://www.cltexam.com/ 
 
  

https://www.collegeboard.org/
http://act.org/
https://www.cltexam.com/
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ADVANCED PLACEMENT (AP®) EXAMS 
Advanced Placement (AP®) Exams enable students to earn college credit or to test out of some 
prerequisites for college while still in high school. The College Board (www.collegeboard.org) 
administers AP® exams.  
 
The burden of registering for and taking an AP® exam is on the parent and student. Kolbe 
Academy does not locate or provide a physical setting for students to take the exams. Please refer 
to the College Board and ACT websites for more information about registering for these exams: 
 
CEEB (College Entrance Examination Board) CODES 
 
Kolbe Academy CEEB Code 052084 

 
CEEB Codes are used to identify the high school that you attend to ensure that there is no confusion 
as to where test scores and other important college application forms should be sent. They are used 
frequently on standardized college entrance exams (like the PSAT, SAT, and ACT).  Many colleges, 
universities, and other academic institutions or programs also use CEEB codes. Kolbe Academy’s 
CEEB Code is 052084. 
 
When taking the PSAT, unless the student resides in California, we recommend that he or she enters 
their own state’s homeschool code rather than Kolbe’s CEEB code on the exam. This is because the 
PSAT is a competitive exam for determining recipients of National Merit Scholarships, and students 
compete with other students from their own state for those scholarship awards. Each state has a 
different qualifying score to earn these scholarships, which is calculated on the collective 
performance of the students in each state. Because Kolbe Academy is registered as a private school 
in California, any student using our CEEB code for the PSAT will compete with other students from 
California for the National Merit Scholarship awards. Because California is a large state with a very 
large population, the qualifying score in California tends to be one of the highest in the nation. 
 
When taking the SAT, ACT, or CLT, though, we do recommend that students enter Kolbe’s CEEB 
code. Doing so will allow us to receive the student’s test scores for their records. 

 

Common Application (Common App) 
 
The Common Application (Common App) is a non-profit organization that enables students to 
simplify the admissions process by submitting one application which can be downloaded by 
multiple member schools. Kolbe students must select the private school option instead of the 
homeschool option and enter Kolbe’s CEEB code (052084) when filling out the Common App if they 
wish to link Kolbe Academy to their application.  

http://www.collegeboard.org/
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When you identify that your student attends Kolbe Academy by entering our CEEB code on the Common 
App, our Academic Services department receives links for uploading the following documents to your 
student’s application: 

• Secondary School Report (a document which provides some details about us as an academic 
institution, how we calculate a student’s GPA, and a brief description of the types of courses we 
offer) 

• Official Transcript 
• Letters of Recommendation (if requested) 

 
For more information on the Common Application, please visit their website at: 
https://www.commonapp.org/ . 
 

Financial Aid 
 
Parents and students tend to have many questions about navigating the financial aid process for 
attending colleges and universities. Admissions counselors and the Financial Aid office at the 
college or university of your choice are a terrific resource for helping you navigate funding for 
attending their school. Developing a good rapport with them will help make sure the process goes 
smoothly. 
 
The following list of general tips may be helpful to keep in mind: 

• Colleges and universities provide financial aid calculators on their websites (usually on the 
financial aid page). These calculators provide an estimate of how much aid a student may 
be eligible to receive from their school. This is a good way of estimating costs to attend a 
school even before you decide to apply. 

• Private schools quite often offer more merit and need based aid than public schools. 
Sometimes this additional aid makes the cost of attending a private school comparable to or 
less than attending a public school. 

• Many schools allow you to make an additional “special circumstances” appeal for financial 
aid. These appeals allow you to report financial challenges that may not be reflected on the 
FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid), such as a recent loss of income, medical 
expenses, birth of an additional child in the family, or loss of a parent, etc. 

• Don’t forget to factor in travel costs when estimating the cost of attending a school. 
 

For more tips and some great financial aid resources, visit FinAid.org’s website: http://finaid.org/. 
It is a free financial aid search website. 

  

https://www.commonapp.org/
http://finaid.org/
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FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) 
 
Federal Student Aid, a part of the U.S. Department of Education, is the largest provider of student 
financial aid in the nation. Federal student loans as well as grants are awarded based on the 
FAFSA form.  
 
All students must fill out a Free Application for Federal Student Aid to be considered for financial 
aid at any US college or university.  https://fafsa.ed.gov/.  
 
Scholarships 
 
Many colleges, universities, and other academic organizations and programs offer their own 
scholarship opportunities. Be sure to ask the Admissions Department of the institution you are 
applying to what opportunities for scholarships they offer. There are also a myriad of other private 
groups and philanthropic organizations that offer scholarships, such as the Knights of Columbus, 
etc. Sometimes companies make scholarships available to the children of their employees. If a 
student is willing to take the time and effort to research these opportunities for additional 
scholarship money and apply for them, they may win some awards and further reduce the cost of 
their education after high school. 
 
The following link to scholarships opportunities for Catholic students can get you started: 
https://www.top10onlinecolleges.org/scholarships-for/catholic-students/  
 

Private Loans 
 
A multitude of financial institutions offer student loans and parent loans for the purpose of closing 
the gap between the cost of other financial aid options and the cost of attending a post-secondary 
school, if necessary. Each institution determines the conditions and requirements for obtaining 
loans from them as well as the interest rates they charge. When researching these types of loans, 
be sure to find out if they offer any incentives for maintaining good grades in school, paying 
interest on the loans while in school, or making timely payments after graduation for a certain 
period of time. 

 

NCAA & College Athletics 
Many Kolbe students may be seeking to participate in athletics at the college level. The National 
College Athletic Association (NCAA), is the governing body for the majority of college athletics 
programs in the United States. Kolbe Academy is accepted as an umbrella program with the 
NCAA, and is able to submit transcripts and other records on behalf of the student.  
 

https://fafsa.ed.gov/
https://www.top10onlinecolleges.org/scholarships-for/catholic-students/
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However, unlike most colleges and universities, the NCAA Eligibility Center classifies Kolbe 
Academy graduates as homeschool students rather than private school students. As such, our 
students are required to submit “core course worksheets” for each of their courses listing 
information about the curriculum for each course, who designed it, and who is responsible for 
grading it.  
 
For more information about eligibility for college athletics, please speak with our advising 
department. 
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Introduction 
Dear Kolbe Academy Parents, 
 
Kolbe Academy is pleased to provide you with the following articles that will assist you in 
implementing a classical curriculum in your home.  We believe that these items lay out certain basic 
principles that can be applied in any home school, whether you are “doing your own thing” or using 
a home schooling program.  However, we also believe you will find these principles are exemplified 
in Kolbe Academy’s traditional, video-enhanced self-paced courses, and full-service online program. 
 
“Synopsis of the Objectives and Methods of Ignatian Education” lays out the educational 
philosophy known as the Ignatian Method.  Based on the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius and the 
Ratio Studiorum of the Society of Jesus, the Ignatian Method emphasizes formation, not information.  
The fundamental goal is to lead the student to the knowledge and love of God by training the 
memory, understanding and will, so that the student can speak, write, and act well.  In so doing, the 
student will be able to think, reason, express and convince others, and so win souls for Christ. 
 
Kolbe Academy’s program is designed around these principles.  We aim for depth, not breadth, and 
reinforce the Ignatian tools of self-activity, mastery and formation in our curriculum choices, in our 
course plans, and in the guidance that we provide to parents. 
 
“The Principle of Subsidiarity” explains the fundamental principle, as pronounced by Pope Pius XI 
in Quadragesimo Anno and applied specifically to education in Pope Paul VI’s encyclical Gravissimum 
Educationis, that one closest to a situation is best placed to deal with that situation.  Applied to 
education, the principle of subsidiarity states that the mother and father are the primary educators 
of their children.  While this authority can be delegated, the right and responsibility cannot be.  
Home schooling is a beautiful expression of this principle, where the parents directly undertake the 
education of their children. 
 
At Kolbe Academy, we aim to be your teacher’s aide, secretary, and advisor.  While we have crafted 
what we believe is an excellent curriculum, we offer you the flexibility you want and the adaptability 
you need to meet the individual learning needs of your children. 
 
“Teaching the Classics in High School” not only discusses how studying the classics helps form the 
conscience, but also provides practical suggestions for implementing Kolbe Academy’s classical high 
school curriculum in your home. 
  
Kolbe Academy’s high school curriculum provides you with the valuable tools needed to successfully 
provide your students with a classical education at home.  With our high school curriculum offered 
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as home school, video-enhanced self-paced, and full-service online live courses, you can tailor our 
curriculum to the style of learning that best suits your students. 
 
Finally, “Maintaining Purity in the Information Age” offers practical advice for parents desiring 
access to the valuable information found on the internet while protecting their family from those 
who seek to use the internet for harm. The author, Mark Cuellar, was previously the Technical 
Administrator at Kolbe Academy, so his advice is founded in a true understanding of the concerns 
that home school families have regarding internet usage in the home.   
 
We hope you find this material interesting and useful in your home schooling endeavors.  Please 
feel free to contact an Academic Advisor in our Academic Services Department if you have any 
questions or would like additional information about how to best utilize both our curriculum and the 
many benefits of enrollment in Kolbe Academy.  An Advisor may be reached at 707-255-6499 ext. 
5, advisors@kolbe.org, or by initiating a live chat on our website. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
 
 
 

Mrs. Mary Rowles 
Executive Director  

mailto:advisors@kolbe.org
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Synopsis of the Objectives and Methods of Ignatian Education 
© Kolbe Academy, 2014 
 

I. OBJECTIVES OF IGNATIAN EDUCATION 

The objectives of Ignatian education as derived from the Jesuit Constitutions are: 

1. A special loyalty to the Holy See; 

2. The direction of all the student's efforts and accomplishments toward the supernatural 
ideal epitomized by the phrase, Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam, or simply AMDG; 

3. To prepare leaders in order to become effective agents of Catholic action;   

4. An intelligent obedience to all duly constituted authority; 

5. A respect for the significant contributions of the past; 

6. The production of Christian humanists; 

7. To produce in the student the habit of orderly thinking, trained first by the 
analytic/synthetic method of studying languages and then by study in a literature-based 
curriculum; and   

8. Competency in the arts of expression. 

 

II. BASIC OBJECTIVES 

1. SELF ACTIVITY: Insistence on self-activity should be directed toward forming in the 
student the habit of independent study and reading directed toward interest in scholarly 
pursuits. 

2. MASTERY: The most effective motivation for the student is the growing sense of mastery 
that is acquired in completing progressively more difficult material. 

3. FORMATION: The final objective is "formation" not "information"! Myriad levels of 
unrelated information can never stand against the education that "forms" the mind to think, 
reason, express and convince. 

 

III. PRINCIPLES OF TEACHING IN THE IGNATIAN CONTEXT 

The basic methods used to achieve the objectives stated above are as follows: 

A. Aim of teaching; 

B. Teacher / parent / student relationships;  
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C. Student self-activity; 

D. Training of memory; 

E. Repetition; 

F. Active teaching techniques; 

G. Mastery formula; 

H. Expression. 

 

A. AIM OF TEACHING: 

1. To impart not only intellectual content but also method; 

2. To require the teacher to train the student how to 

a. grapple, 

b. explore, and 

c. grasp significant details; 

3. To control the means of testing progressive advancement. 

 

B. TEACHER / PARENT / STUDENT RELATIONSHIP: 

1. Prevent: 

a. discipline from becoming law without influence, 

b. a system without personality; 

2. The informal agencies are more effective than the formal; 

3. Student problems should be brought to the attention of the student first with the 
objective of obtaining the cooperation of the student, then as problems persist, the 
parent must always be brought in; 

4. Cooperation, and mutual support between parent and teacher must be a primary 
objective of administration;  



Kolbe Academy 
Resource Articles 

 

  v 

5. Teacher's influence should be a stimulus in forming religious as well as intellectual 
habits; 

6. Through association with staff, the abilities and talents of the student should be 
fostered and guided toward the vocation God has in mind for the student in order to 
bring about superior Catholic life. 

 

C. STUDENT SELF-ACTIVITY - Aim of stimulating self-activity: 

This is the first, and most important, of the three significant and logically connected elements 

1. Self-activity results in co-operative effort between student and teacher; 

2. Active methods that foster "mastery" are 

a. prelection (preview), 

b. class recitation, and 

c. repetition; 

3. Self-activity forms habits of independent study, reading and scholarly pursuits; 

4. Ignatian teaching is an art rather than a science. 

 

D. TRAINING OF MEMORY: 

1. Sharpens faculty itself; 

2. Basis for oral and spontaneous written expression; 

3. Gradually imparts rhythm and style for literary expression; 

4. Furnishes other faculties (imagination, intellect) with material on which to work. 

 

E. REPETITION: 

1. Five types of repetition: 

a. brief review immediately after the prelection, 

b. thorough testing of home study next day, 

c. weekly review of class material, 

d. comprehensive review at the end of the month, 

e. quarter or midterm and semester review;  
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2. Is broader than drill. It takes in new relationships, and meanings and gives depth, 
organization and perspective; 

3. Should be diversified by a variety of techniques and exercises motivated by emulation 
(especially at the high school level); 

4. Demands careful preparation on the part of the teacher; 

5. To omit periodic repetition with the idea of "covering more material" is to confuse the 
very idea of repetition; 

6. Midterm /semester repetition is of critical importance in high school; 

7. Repetition is necessary for formation of habits. 

 

F. ACTIVE TEACHING TECHNIQUES: 

The use of discussion and objection and, within limits, emulation is an essential part of education. 
This prevents an attitude o passivity or mere absorption of information. Discussion, objection, 
and emulation were the scholastic techniques of historical liberal education. 

1. Discussion and objection are distinct aspects of the teaching art: 

a. They demand careful study and practice; 

b. Student participation in them is a valuable experience because of the precision and 
close reasoning required. 

2. Emulation is valuable because of its universal appeal: 

a. It is based on the natural desire to excel; 

b. It centers the young mind on the class matter; 

c. It energizes effort in mastering it. 

 

G. MASTERY FORMULA: 

This is the second of the three significant and logically connected elements: 

self-activity, mastery, and formation. 

1. The most effective motivation for the student in study is the growing sense of mastery; 

2. Pertinence of class techniques: repetition, discussion, objection, etc.; 

3. Need for constant and varied class exercises, written and oral, centering on the same 
material;  
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4. Testing of mastery to measure student achievement, diagnose weakness and guide the 
teacher in adapting procedures; 

5. The teacher can never rest until he has brought students to their individual capacity. His 
initial procedures will be slow and thorough. A thorough grasp of fundamentals will 
make possible progression in the amount of matter than can be covered. 

 

H. EXPRESSION: 

1. A student's ability to express himself is a test of the quality of his education, 

a. hence the need of constant exercises of written expression, 

b. hence, too, the value of the essentially active teaching techniques - discussion, 
objection, emulation and recitation - in the development of competent oral 
expression. 

2. Similarly, the aim of traditional Ignatian extra-curricular activities is to develop the two-
fold power of expression: 

a. dramatics, 

b. debating, 

c. publications, 

d. literary academics, 

e. intra-school literary competition. 

3. Teacher's prime task is the cultivation of this power in the student by: 

a. first, painstaking and constant guidance and correction of the student's effort in 
expression, and 

b. encouraging the more talented to persevere in seeking worthy and scholarly 
achievement in this field. 

4. Emphasis should be on expression in high school. Expression is proof of "masterv"! The 
ability -to express oneself is the test of an educated person and the quality of his 
education. Emphasis should be placed on expression from the fifth grade through to the 
senior year in high school: 

a. correct grammar and idiom; 

b. on practice in typical forms of expression, i.e. description, exposition, narration, and 
argumentation. 

5. The responsibility of the Ignatian trained student is to exert a Catholic influence on the 
academic and social sphere in which he lives.  
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The Principle of Subsidiarity 
What is it? How does Kolbe Academy live by this principle? 
 

What Is It?  

In 1931 the principle of subsidiarity was definitively pronounced by Pope Pius XI in his encyclical, 
Quadragesimo Anno. It simply states that a higher entity in the social order may not do for the lower 
order what it is capable of doing for itself. This principle is not relegated only to the social order. It 
must be recognized as the principle which guides all entities in the spiritual order. This is especially 
true as we perceive the presence of the Holy Spirit in our family life and spiritual culture.  

To actively live as a Catholic in the practice of our Faith is to admit to the living waters of the Holy 
Spirit in our lives. Further, living with the Holy Spirit demands release from worry, anxiety, and the 
effects of depression over the state of the world and the Church. Remembering that God allows evil 
always for a greater good brings us to a verity. . . whatever God allows, if we trust Him, is always 
good for us!  

With curiosity and some anger at times, we see schools and teachers following programs and ideas 
that we know are inimical to our children's faith. Failure and departure from their office of priests 
and nuns, in some cases bishops, scandalize us. We believed that our citadel was impregnable, but 
then the reality of human error, or what we at one time referred to as Original Sin raised its ugly 
head.  

"I must go that another may come," was the statement of the Man who went to the Cross so that 
another might come! And, yes, He did come. He has come into all our lives... and He "comes more 
fully as we embrace Him, as we let Him become the central theme for the principle of subsidiarity 
in our life and the life of our family.” 

With the strength of acknowledging the Holy Spirit actively participating in the life of the family 
coupled with the grace emanating from the sacramental union of marriage, the family possesses the 
most perfect macro organism for the education of children.  

The simplicity of truth regarding the mother and father in the primacy of their role as the first and 
primary guardians of the faith and instruction of children resounds through the centuries. That 
primacy of the parent in the religious instruction of the child sees its best expression in the 
consistent statements by our Holy Mother Church. These statements may be seen in the Code of 
Canon Law, encyclicals such as Christian Education of Youth by 
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Pope Pius XI and Gravissimum Educationis, of Pope Paul VI and more recently the words of John Paul 
ll.  

Our Faith is simple! So from this simplicity proceeds its magnanimous and magnificent profundity. 
What else did God have in mind than to place this wonderful responsibility ineluctably coupled with 
authority in the hands of those who have the most natural ability to use it wisely and within the 
precepts of the principle of subsidiarity, the mother and father?  

At this point, we ask the question of our bishops, priests and religious, what then is your role? I 
would hope they would say it is the same as that of doctor to patient, first do no harm, then let them 
first, within the principle of subsidiarity, show a healthy and Faith-filled countenance - faith in the 
Holy Spirit that He is guiding Christ's faithful within the product of good!  

In all the systems which modem man admits to, they all submit that the effects of a relationship like 
this advances the person far beyond what a burdensome and manipulative machination of activity 
by outside source can produce or affect.  

The great de Montfort, the man of Our Lady, uses three criteria for testing any apparition: 
obedience, dogma, fruits. These may be gratuitously applied to the family in the test of the education 
of their children. Before any entity from outside the home steps in to direct the spiritual or academic 
education of the child, these three criteria must be assessed. 

This, then, brings us full circle... to the sovereignty of the home! That sovereignty was best laid before 
us in the words of Paul VI in his work, Gravissimum Educationis, "Parents who have the primary and 
inalienable right and duty to educate their children must enjoy true liberty in their choice of schools." 
This "true liberty" is exercised and witnessed everyday in the growing numbers of Catholic homes 
around the world with parents choosing the home for the education of their children. 

 

How does Kolbe Academy Live by this principle? 

It is the goal of Kolbe Academy to encourage every family to be independent, self-reliant, and totally 
confident in the education of their children in the home. Kolbe Academy understands and 
appreciates that parents, in making the decision to school at home have chosen not to abdicate nor 
delegate their responsibility as the primary educators of their children, but to embrace that 
responsibility. The skills and talents needed to fulfill the role of educator is not granted in the issuing 
of a teacher "credential". Rather, the charisms necessary come through the grace of the Sacrament 
of Matrimony and the giftedness of parenthood. Not all families, especially those who are new to 
home schooling, possess the confidence that permits complete independence and self-reliance. 
Kolbe Academy serves the needs of those families who want to be enrolled with a program and 
have their student grade records and cumulative folders maintained by that program. Kolbe 
Academy offers parents a general framework within which they have the freedom and responsibility 
to make the day-to-day decisions in their children's education. The "principle of subsidiarity" is at 
work as parents are free to adapt all Kolbe materials to suit their situation and are best able to 
determine the pace at which a student progresses.  
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Teaching the Classics in High School 
By Kolbe Academy 
 

Forming the Conscience Through Studying the Classics 

It is easy to idealize past eras and civilizations or to condemn them outright if we are ignorant of 
what they really were and what truly occurred.  By studying the original works of a society we 
understand what it really was, both for good and ill.  We experience the fact that many of our 
deepest struggles are the same ones that men have grappled with through all time.  As we know 
from faith, man was created good and therefore he longs for what is good, true, and right, yet man 
is also fallen; the effects of his fall are readily apparent looking back through the eyes of history.  
Christ comes into much greater relief against the backdrop of history as it really was, and the Truth 
of Who Christ IS shines out ever more clearly when seen against the realities of humanity as seen 
through the study of history and literature. Man was, is now, and will be until the end of time in 
need of the Savior. 

In studying the classics we are confronted by the most profound truths of man’s dignity and the 
depths to which that dignity can be plunged by sin.  Some of the themes and incidents of history 
and literature are absolutely repugnant to the Christian mind and we may be compelled to ask, “Why 
study them?”  Though we by no means ought to fill our minds with knowledge of all the evils 
wrought by man, or possible to him, it is to our benefit to have to grapple with those evils to some 
extent in order not to become prey to them.  As Fr. Benedict Groeschel said at one of the home 
school conferences, your children are human not angels, they will have to grapple with the problem 
of evil; much better that they learn to do it under your roof where they have loving parents to help 
and guide them.  

At Kolbe, we try to help you help your student confront those difficult and troubling realities.  You 
will want to preview the materials of the history and literature courses; at the beginning of the 
Teacher’s Editions of the study guides, there are lists of material in the texts that we recommend 
previewing in detail before assigning to your student, as they have disturbing, mature or 
controversial content that will need to be addressed.  At times it may be prudent to abridge more 
of a text than has been done in the course plans, to accommodate your student.  The aim is not to 
overwhelm the student with too many difficult issues, but to help him work through these issues 
with your guidance.  Only you will be able to assess whether or not your child is actually working 
through the issues and coming to healthy conclusions and resolutions.  Make sure to discuss these 
issues with your child.  You can guide a child to right understanding, but you can’t simply transfer it 
to him.  Pray to the Holy Spirit to guide you and help you guide your child.   
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Maintaining Purity in the Information Age 
By Mark Cuellar 
 
 
Parenting in any age is difficult.  Each generation has challenges to face, but some feel those 
challenges are accelerating.  Our responsibility as parents is to meet the challenge.  Fortunately, just 
as challenges are accelerating, so are the tools to deal with them, the key is finding and using those 
tools.   

One of those challenges facing parents today is how to maintain your child’s purity when facing a 
culture and technology that makes all information available to children with little or no instruction 
or judgment as to what is appropriate and what is inappropriate.  The job of a parent is to make 
filters and to lend our judgment to our children. It is imperative that we do this because the stakes 
are high.   

The first step you should take is to make a plan for handling technology in your home.  Here are 
some questions you should be asking yourself. 

• At what age should we allow our children access to technology? 
• Where should our children be allowed to access technology? 
• What should our children be allowed to do on a computer? 
• How much time should they be allowed to spend using computers/tablets, watching TV? 
• What television shows should they be allowed to watch? 
• How are we going to manage the content that a child has access to on a computer? 
• Should our children have their own cell phone, should it be a smart phone with access to the 

internet and lots of apps, or just used for calling and texting? 
This paper is not meant to address all of those questions at this time, but to focus mainly on putting 
filters in place to help protect our children from inappropriate content. 

As we know, information without proper formation leads to chaos.  The first and main challenge 
facing parents is pornography and sexual misinformation.  It is a great challenge and a necessary 
fight. The first step is not technological, but spiritual.  You must help your child form a right 
conscience.  You need to instill in your children a desire for purity and a desire to be right with God.  
They must understand what is right, before they want to avoid what is wrong.  With that said, you 
still need to protect what your children see if they are using computers or other internet capable 
devices.  First, you must be vigilant.  It is as though there are digital demons prowling about the 
internet seeking the ruin of souls.  Just as you must be vigilant to protect their bodies from harm, so 
must you be vigilant to protect their souls from death.   

So, what tools are available when every sort of sexual perversion is readily available at the click of 
a mouse or the swipe of a tablet or phone?  The first thing you must do is keep computers and 
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televisions in shared areas of your home, nothing in your child’s room.  In a case of the more things 
change the more they stay the same, there was a time when having a telephone in a child’s room 
was a very big deal.  Children must know that what they do on a computer is not private.  It is not 
only the parents that are interested in what a child is doing, it can be an online predator trying to 
gain access to your computer and your children while online.  

There are two main things you should do to secure your computers.  You should take advantage of 
security options on your router, and you should use the services of Open DNS.  A router’s job is like 
it sounds, it routes internet traffic to computers in your home.  If you have a high speed internet 
connection, you very likely have a router.  You will need to use your router to create key words to 
block webpages and websites.  For example you may want to avoid all websites that have xxx in the 
address, or any other keywords that you feel your child should not see.  A router can be used to 
limit the time that a computer can access the internet.  If you don’t want your computer accessing 
the internet after 8:00 pm for example, a router can be used to not allow a computer to go out to 
the internet.  Unfortunately there are a great many routers available, so I can’t address how to do 
that in this paper, but know that it can be done.  Do an internet search for your router type and 
router security emulator, for example “Dlink router security emulator.” This should return what 
security features you have and how to use them.   

Go to www.opendns.com and select web filtering for the home; they have a free service that blocks 
adult content.  DNS is a domain name system.  Your computer uses a DNS server to find websites 
when you type in the web address.  Signing up with Open DNS means you will use their server and 
if they have determined a site to be inappropriate it will block the site.  It will even block 
advertisements if they are deemed to be inappropriate. 

 This is a great place to start protecting your family. You should take these steps as a minimum if 
you want to help ensure the spiritual safety of your children while they are online.  Please check the 
Kolbe website for more information about getting help securing your internet.   

Unfortunately for many families, unhealthy use of the internet has led to addiction to pornography 
and to other unhealthy sexual behaviors.  The danger is very real and some people are more 
susceptible than others, so it is urgent that steps be taken to prevent your children starting down 
that path.  To learn more about the science behind the addiction and how to recover, we recommend 
the organization called Reclaim God’s Plan for Sexual Health.  Their website is 
http://reclaimsexualhealth.com.  

 

 

http://www.opendns.com/
http://reclaimsexualhealth.com/
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